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Seeking  New  Ways  to  Revitalize  Chinatown 


After  three  years  in  the  doldrums  - 
brought  on  by  the  recession,  negative 
publicity  surrounding  prostitutes  on  its 
streets,  and  the  impact  of  the  nearby 
Combat  Zone -Chinatown  is  poised  for 
a  comeback.  Officials  say  a  new  effort 
will  be  mounted  to  revitalize  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  and  make  it  more  attractive  to 
tourists  and  other  visitors. 

"We  need  something  to  attract 
tourists  back  to  Chinatown,"  said 
Chinatown/South  Cove  Neighborhood 
Council  co-moderator  Bill  Moy,  who 
added  that  the  Council  would  soon 
resurrect  its  business  committee  as  a 


way  to  set  the  process  in  motion. 

Both  Moy  and  Chinatown 
businessman  Frank  Chin  also  said  last 
week  that  they  were  disturbed  by  the  way 
city  hotels  have  been  portraying 
Chinatown  as  a  dangerous  neighbor¬ 
hood  to  visit  at  night.  They  also  say  that 
a  Restaurant  Association  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  tour  guide  is  telling  people  to 
stay  away  from  Chinatown. 

"I  hope  that  the  Asian  people  will 
join  us  to  fight  against  the  hotels.  We  go 
to  the  hotels  for  weddings"  said  Chin. 

Chin  also  said  the  state  tourist 
bureau  has  not  been  helpful  in  promot¬ 


ing  Chinatown.  He  suggested  that  some 
officials  and  business  people  may  soon 
write  a  letter  to  the  governor  stating 
their  displeasure  with  state  tourist  offi¬ 
cials. 

At  the  same  time,  Moy  said  the 
Neighborhood  Council  also  wants  to 
take  action  over  the  next  few  years  to 
upgrade  the  neighborhood’s  business 
district.  Moy  made  the  remarks  at  a 
recent  Council  meeting  in  which  offi¬ 
cials  from  the  city’s  public  works  depart¬ 
ment  discussed  city  plans  to  upgrade  the 
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Community  Discusses 
Hidden  Social  Issues 


Playing  a  Chinese  game  at  the  First  Annual  Boston  Asian  Festival  held  last  month.  Some 
4  0,000 people  visited  the  festival. 


CCBA  Board  Members 
Defeated  in  Election 


Twenty  five  candidates  have  been 
elected  to  the  business  board  of  the 
Chinese  Consolidated  Benevolent  As¬ 
sociation  (CCBA).  Of  the  25  new  board 
members,  only  one  -  Michael  Chin  - 
served  on  the  previous  board. 

It  was  the  second  CCBA  business 
board  election  to  be  held  within  several 
months.  The  first  election  was  cancelled 
after  questions  were  raised  about  the 
eligibility  of  the  people  filling  out 
nomination  forms  and  the  number  of 
forms  received  by  the  election’s  Nov.  20 
deadline. 

In  the  most  recent  election,  nomina¬ 


tion  forms  were  returned  to  the  CCBA 
by  Jan.  25.  According  to  election  rules, 
people  who  fill  out  nomination  forms 
can  either  nominate  themselves  or 
nominate  another  business  person.  Bal¬ 
lots  were  mailed  to  all  nominees  -  who 
are  also  the  voters  -  no  later  than  Feb.  1 
and  the  returned  ballots  were  counted  in 
the  CCBA  office  starting  on  Feb.  15. 
The  vote  count,  which  started  at  6  p.m., 
took  about  seven  hours. 

Peter  Chan,  chairperson  of  the  spe¬ 
cial  election  committee  appointed  to 
oversee  the  second  election,  said  that  of 
continued  on  page  4 


Although  drug  abuse,  youth 
violence,  AIDS,  and  domestic  violence 
are  seldom  discussed  or  recognized  as 
serious  problems  in  the  Asian  American 
community,  they  continue  to  have  a 
growing  impact  on  Asian  families  and 
individuals,  according  to  speakers  at  a 
workshop  on  family  issues  held  Feb.  25 
and  26  at  the  Tremont  House  in  Boston. 

As  a  first  step  toward  seeking  solu¬ 
tions  to  such  problems,  several  speakers 
concluded  that  the  Asian-American 
community  should  admit  that  such 
problems  exist  and  also  recognize  that  in 
many  instances  the  problems  are  re¬ 
lated. 

Sponsored  by  the  National  Asian 
Pacific  American  Families  Against  Sub¬ 
stance  Abuse,  Inc.,  the  workshop  was 
coordinated  locally  by  the  South  Cove 
Community  Health  Center  and  in¬ 
cluded  speakers  from  both  the  East  and 
West  coasts. 

A  wide  range  of  service  providers 
from  the  Asian  American  community 
spoke  at  the  workshop.  What  follows  is 
a  sampling  of  some  of  the  comments 
made  by  the  speakers  on  a  range  of  sub¬ 
jects  relating  to  substance  abuse  and 
family  life. 

Substance  Abuse 

*Alan  Wong,  executive  director  of 
the  Asian  American  Recovery  Services 
in  Los  Angeles,  a  substance  abuse 
residential  treatment  center,  discussed 
substance  abuse  within  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity  and  highlighted  some  of  the 
events  that  led  to  the  creation  of  his  own 
center  in  Los  Angeles. 

When  the  San  Francisco  Asian 
American  Substance  Abuse  Task  Force 


sought  "culturally  appropriate  treat¬ 
ment  services"  for  Asian  Pacific 
Americans  with  substance  abuse 
problems  in  the  early  1980s,  the  attitude 
it  often  came  up  against  was  that  "Asians 
don’t  have  drug/alcohol  problems,"  said 
Wong.  It  was  an  opinion  shared  by  both 
Asians  and  non-Asians  alike. 

While  he  said  that  this  attitude  may 
not  be  as  pervasive  as  it  was  in  the  past, 
he  said  it  still  continues  to  create  bar¬ 
riers  to  the  development  of  culturally 
sensitive  substance  abuse  treatment 
programs  for  Asians.  He  said  there  are 
currently  only  two  programs  in  the 
country  providing  such  culturally  sensi¬ 
tive  programs  -  his  own  program  in  Los 
Angeles  and  another  in  San  Francisco. 

The  San  Francisco  Substance  Abuse  J 
Task  Force  was  originally  created  to  ad¬ 
dress  "a  qua  a  lude  epidemic  and  other) 
drug  use  in  the  Asian  Pacific  Islander 
community,"  said  Wong.  A  survey  found 
significant  substance  use  and  abuse 
among  123  Asian  youths.  It  was  this  sur¬ 
vey,  he  said,  that  eventually  led  to  the 
opening  of  his  own  facility  in  Los  An¬ 
geles. 

"There’s  this  whole  stereotype  of 
Asians  being  very  successful,"  he  said, 
adding  that  this  attitude  exists  within 
both  the  overall  American  community 
in  general  as  well  as  in  the  Asian 
American  community.  "Our  community 
is  also  in  denial,"  he  said.  Wong  believes 
that  "because  of  the  denial  there’s  no 
data  [on  drug  abuse]." 

In  1991-92  about  2,000  Asians  sought 
services  to  deal  with  substance  abuse 
problems  in  San  Francisco,  he  said.  He 
continued  on  page  2 


Valuable  Lessons  Learned 
As  a  Peace  Corps  Volunteer 


By  Elizabeth  Lee 
Help  Wanted:  Chance  to 
finally  make  a  difference.  Must 
be  self-starter,  leader,  flexible, 
adventurer,  counselor,  able  to 
test  your  limits,  independent, 
traveler,  withstand  mental  and 
social  hardship,  motivated,  com¬ 
mitment  to  humanity,  willing  to 
learn  a  culture,  language,  and 
not  too  attached  to  television. 

They  say  the  toughest  job  you 
will  ever  love  is  the  Peace  Corps. 
But  the  hardest  part  of  that  job  is 
to  overcome  the  initial  isolation 


and  loneliness  of  living  in  a  new 
country  and  culture.  In  the 
United  States,  it’s  easy  to  escape 
to  television,  movies,  or  to  just 
go  for  a  drive.  But  as  a  volunteer, 
things  are  often  limited  to  your 
imagination  and  resourceful¬ 
ness. 

Rebecca  Yung  Sun  Fudge 
responded  to  such  a  similar  call 
for  duty  four  years  ago  when  she 
was  a  Peace  Corps  volunteer  in 
Jamaica  from  1988  to  1990.  She 
worked  with  special  education 
children  and  is  now  a  recruiter  in 


the  Peace  Corps’  Boston  office, 
working  to  get  more  Asian- 
Americans  interested  in  joining. 

Born  in  Korea,  Fudge  was 
adopted  by  an  American  family 
from  Danvers,  Massachusetts 
when  she  was  10.  She  says  she  got 
interested  in  volunteering  for 
the  Peace  Corps  while  talking  to 
a  recruiter  at  Lesley  College, 
where  she  studied  early 
childhood  and  special  education. 
She  joined  right  after  gradua¬ 
tion. 

continued  on  page  3 


Peace  Corps  recruiter  Rebecca  Yung  Sun  Fudge. 
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suggested  that  Asians  in  the  1980s  were 
attracted  to  the  use  ofquaaludes-  a  bar¬ 
biturate  -  because  they  are  "functional 
drugs"  that  allow  users  to  feel  both  in 
control  and  also  "more  open,  more 
assertive"  -  traits  generally  prized  in 
American  culture.  Wong  said  that 
Asians  who  use  drugs  tend  to  disguise 
their  use  or  tend  to  use  drugs  that  allow 
them  to  be  functional.  "When  you  use 
drugs  you  do  not  let  anyone  know  about 
it,"  he  said. 

In  the  late  1980s,  the  use  of  crack 
cocaine  was  on  the  rise  in  the  Asian 
community.  "We  began  to  see  a  lot 
more,"  he  said.  "By  1988,  85  percent  of 
the  referrals  were  for  crack  cocaine."  He 
also  said  that  heroin  use  in  the  Asian 
community  has  always  existed  and  that 
his  facility  was  beginning  to  see  more 
heroin  use  among  Southeast  Asians  and 
Filipino  immigrants.  "Substance  abuse 
and  alcohol  abuse  is  still  a  problem  in 
the  community,"  he  said. 

Wong  said  that  the  Asian  community 
must  begin  to  speak  out  on  the  issue  and 
become  more  aware  of  how  "it  impacts 
family  life."  Asians  tend  not  to  speak 
openly  about  such  problems,  he  said. 
But  he  added  that  "real  pride  and  real 
respect  is  taking  on  the  problems  and 
not  closing  the  door  to  them."  Too  often, 
he  said,  the  motto  of  families  tends  to  be 
"save  face  instead  of  save  lives." 

♦Diane  Ujiiye,  prevention  director  of 
the  Asian  American  Drug  Abuse 
Project  in  Los  Angeles,  spoke  about  her 
early  intervention  program  and  also 
showed  an  anti-drug  video  made  by, and 
for,  young  people.  Ujiiye  said  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Asians  abusing  drugs  has  doubled 
in  the  last  10  years,  adding  that  the  in¬ 
crease  could  largely  be  due  to  the  grow¬ 
ing  use  of  crack  cocaine.  She  also  noted 
that  "the  process  of  addiction  is  ac¬ 
celerating  with  crack." 

Ujiiye  uses  the  fine  and  performing 
arts  in  her  early  intervention  program 
for  Asian  youths  who  do  not  have  drug 
problems.  She  said  "the  idea  is  not  to 
work  with  youths  who  have  problems" 
but  to  teach  those  who  don’t  about  the 
reality  of  drug  abuse.  She  said  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  meant  to  "challenge  two  myths": 
that  Asians  don’t  take  drugs  and  that 
Asians  aren’t  creative. 

HIV  and  AIDS 

♦John  Manzon,  coordinator  of  the 
Asian  &  Pacific  Islander  Coalition  on 
HIV/AIDS  in  New  York  City,  spoke 
about  HIV  and  AIDS.  "We’re  seeing 
more  and  more  Asian  and  Pacific  Is¬ 
landers  with  AIDS,"  he  said.  Manzon 
noted  that  many  of  the  workshop  topics 
-  substance  abuse,  domestic  violence, 
and  HIV/AIDS  -  are  subjects  seldom 
discussed  openly  in  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity  and  continue  to  be 
"shrouded  in  shame." 

"AIDS  is  growing  faster  among 
Asians  in  New  York  City  than  among 
any  other  racial  group,"  said  Manzon. 
Nationally,  he  added,  there  have  been 
1600  reported  cases  of  Asians  with 
AIDS,  with  about  300  of  them  occurring 
in  New  York  City. 

Four  out  of  five  Asians  with  AIDS  are 
immigrants,  he  said.  20  percent  are 
Filipino,  13  percent  are  Chinese,  8  per¬ 
cent  are  Japanese,  and  7  percent  are 
Indian.  While  noting  that  AIDS  is  not 
strictly  a  gay  disease,  he  said  that  three- 
fourths  of  Asians  with  AIDS  are  either 
gay  or  bisexual.  "Among  Asians  it’s 
predominately  a  gay  disease."  Manzon 
also  noted  that  for  every  person  with 
AIDS  there  probably  exist  another  10 
infected  with  the  HIV  virus  that  leads  to 
AIDS. 

"We  have  to  deal  with  the  fact  that 
there  are  lesbian  and  gay  people  in  our 
community,"  he  said.  He  said 
"homophobia"  in  the  community  "con¬ 
tributes  to  the  denial  and  resistance" 


that  makes  it  difficult  for  Asians  to  deal 
with  AIDS. 

He  said  that  Asians  with  AIDS  are 
often  isolated  in  hospitals  or  else  return 
to  their  home  countries.  Seldom,  he 
said,  do  they  go  back  to  their  families. 
Manzon  told  the  story  of  one  50  year-old 
married  man  from  mainland  China  who 
had  contracted  AIDS.  He  was  at  one 
time  an  IV  drug  user  and  was  apparently 

also  bisexual.  "His  family  would  not  let 
him  come  home,"  he  said. 

Manzon  also  noted  that  the  disease  is 
not  confined  to  men.  He  told  the  story 
of  a  mainland  Chinese  woman  -  a 
graphic  designer  -  who  had  also  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease.  Once  they  knew  she 
had  been  infected  her  employer  would 
no  longer  let  her  use  an  X-Acto  knife  at 
work.  "Asian  women  are  getting  AIDS," 
he  said. 

Emphasizing  that  substance  abuse, 
domestic  violence  and  AIDS  are  often 
interrelated  problems,  he  suggested  that 
the  Asian  community  should  address 
these  problems  openly  and  focus  on 
the  connections  that  exist  among  them. 
He  said  these  issues  should  be  discussed 
in  ESL  classes  and  by  social  service 
providers  as  part  of  a  comprehensive 
effort  to  educate  the  community. 

One  member  of  the  audience,  who 
has  been  working  with  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  said  that  hard  data  on  the 
number  of  Asians  with  AIDS  in  the  Bos¬ 
ton  area  is  difficult  to  find  and  as  a  result 
it’s  hard  to  "find  out  the  true  extent"  of 
its  impact  on  the  community. 

She  said  she  once  discovered  two 
Asian  women  in  their  50s  with  AIDS.  "It 
is  an  issue  that  is  impacting  on  this  com¬ 
munity  and  there’s  a  lot  of  denial,"  she 
said.  Drug  abuse,  sexuality  and  domestic 
violence  are  "things  that  are  just  not 
talked  about  in  this  community,"  she 
said. 

Youth  Gangs  and  Violence 

♦Kan  H.  Wong;  interim  executive 
director  of  the  Chinatown  Youth  Cen¬ 
ter  in  San  Francisco,  and  Steve  Hamai, 
director  of  counseling  services  at  the 
East  Bay  Asian  Youth  Center  in 
Berkeley,  California,  spoke  about  youth 
gangs  and  violence. 

"A  lot  of  time  it  starts  with  the  fami¬ 
ly,"  said  Wong  of  the  youth  gang  prob¬ 
lem.  Parents,  he  added,  often  don’t 
communicate  well  with  their  children 
and  are  sometimes  working  12-hour 
days.  "So  there  is  some  neglect  in  the 
household,"  he  said.  These  factors  "lead 
kids  to  seek  other  supporting  environ¬ 
ments." 

Schools  are  also  a  problem,  he  said. 
They  are  often  understaffed,  over¬ 
crowded,  and  offer  poor  ESL  classes. 
"Schools  are  often  their  first  link  to  what 
is  American,"  said  Wong,  who  added 
that  there  is  also  a  high  dropout  rate 
among  Asian  youths  in  San  Francisco. 
He  said  kids  sometimes  join  gangs  for 
protection  because  the  schools  are 
dangerous:  10- 11-  and  12-year  old  kids 
sometimes  bring  guns  to  school. 

Wong  also  said  that  Asian  youths 
don’t  have  enough  Asian  role  models. 
As  a  result,  gang  members  who  have  a 
lot  of  money  and  drive  expensive  cars 
become  the  role  models  and  use  their 
influence  to  draw  younger  kids  into  the 
gangs. 


Hamai  said  gang  violence  "is  a  very 
serious  and  growing  problem."  In  East 
Oakland,  the  Latino  population  and  the 
Asian  population  (mostly  Southeast 
Asian  -  Vietnamese,  Cambodian,  and 
Myenne),  are  growing  rapidly  and  con¬ 
flicts  often  develop. 

Hamai  complained  that  the  police 
often  fail  to  distinguish  between  the  tri¬ 
ads  -  which  are  alleged  to  be  involved  in 
heroin  trafficking  and  other  serious 
crimes  -  and  the  small  street  gangs, 
which  are  often  formed  in  part  to 
protect  youths  in  violent  environ¬ 
ments.  The  Asian  gangs  involved  in  or¬ 


ganized  crimes  can  be  very  violent,  he 
said.  "All  of  them  had  guns  and  would 
use  them,"  he  said  of  one  Asian  gang. 

Hamai  also  said  there  was  a  youth 
gang  for  girls  as  well  as  gangs  for 
younger  kids  -  some  of  whom  were  fifth 
or  sixth  graders.  Gangs  are  a  reality  of 
everyday-life  for  young  people  in  East 
Oakland,  he  said. 

The  Youth  Center’s  approach  is  to 
talk  with  the  kids.  "We  try  to  keep  kids 
somewhat  involved  in  their  schooling," 
said  Hamai,  who  added  that  there’s 
more  violence  and  more  death  related  to 
youth  gangs  now  than  there  had  been  in 
the  past. 

Many  parents,  he  said,  "cannot  take  a 
stand  with  these  kids."  They  often  can’t 
speak  English  and  are  unemployed. 
Though  they  want  their  kids  to  do  well 
in  school  and  tend  to  "dream  through 
their  kids"  -  hoping  that  their  children’s 
lives  will  be  better  than  their  own  -  they 
are  often  unable  to  control  their 
children. 

The  parents  are  also  sometimes 
reluctant  to  provoke  their  children  be¬ 
cause  they  serve  as  translators  and  are 
their  only  link  to  the  outside  world.  At 
the  same  time,  he  said,  if  a  child  joins  a 
gang,  the  parents  often  disown  them  and 
refuse  to  let  them  return  home. 

Several  members  of  the  audience 
commented  that  home  invasions  and 
other  alleged  gang-related  activities  in 
the  Boston  area  have  dropped  dramati¬ 
cally  in  the  last  six  months  as  the  result 
of  a  cooperative  effort  between  the 
police  and  the  Asian  community. 

Hamai,  however,  seemed  to  have 
misgivings  about  cooperative  efforts  be¬ 
tween  the  police  and  the  community, 
saying  that  police  often  end  up  harassing 
people  without  due  cause. 

Domestic  Violence 

The  Rev.  Cheng  Imm  Tan,  director  of 
the  Asian  Task  Force  Against  Domestic 

Violence  in  Boston,  discussed  domestic 
violence  in  the  Asian  community. 

Rev.  Tan  noted  that  over  15  percent 
of  the  women  killed  in  domestic 
violence  in  Massachusetts  in  1991  were 
Asians.  She  said  that  Asians  often  don’t 
want  to  discuss  the  problem  or  recog¬ 
nize  its  seriousness.  "Breaking  the 
*  silence  is  crucial,"  she  said. 

As  an  instance  in  which  outdated 
Asian  attitudes  toward  domestic 
violence  were  brought  into  focus,  she 
pointed  to  a  case  in  New  York  in  which 
a  Chinese  man  killed  his  wife.  The 
defendant’s  lawyer  argued  that  the  man 
had  been  driven  to  the  act  because  of 
traditional  Chinese  values  regarding 
adultery  and  loss  of  manhood.  Some 
people  in  the  Asian  community  had  also 
supported  this  argument,  she  said. 

In  order  to  stop  domestic  violence  in 
the  Asian  community,  the  community 
must  work  to  make  it  socially  unaccep¬ 
table.  Community  agencies,  clergy, 
police  and  the  workplace  must  all  serve 
as  forums  to  educate  people  that  domes¬ 
tic  violence  won’t  be  tolerated.  r  q 


Chinatown 
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neighborhood’s  streets  and  lighting. 

The  city  has  proposed  a  capital  im¬ 
provements  plan  for  the  neighborhood 
that  would  include  new  sidewalks  and 
street  lights  on  sections  of  Beach,  Har¬ 
rison  Avenue,  Hudson  and  Tyler 
Streets. 

A  longer  term  plan  may  include 
redesigning  the  Chinatown  Gateway 
area  to  include  shrubbery  and  connect¬ 
ing  Edinboro  and  Kingston  Streets  to 
keep  traffic  away  from  the  gateway. 

Though  the  plan  would  include  keep¬ 
ing  the  Chinatown  Gateway  closed  to  all 
but  emergency  traffic,  Moy  pointed  out 
that  there  are  still  some  businessmen  in 
Chinatown  who  have  other  ideas.  "For 
symbolic  reasons  many  of  the  merchants 
want  the  gate  open,"  he  said. 


The  council  also  expressed  some 
reservations  about  a  city  proposal  to 
plant  trees  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Chinatown  Gateway  because  they 
feared  they  would  make  it  difficult  to  see 
nearby  restaurants  and  would  also  pose 
a  danger  for  pedestrians  at  night.  They 
said  the  area  might  also  attract  homeless 
people. 

Davis  Woo,  the  Council’s  executive 
director,  proposed  that  Essex  and 
Washington  Streets  also  be  included  in 
the  plan  to  upgrade  Chinatown.  Ques¬ 
tions  were  also  raised  about  why  lower 
Beach  Street,  between  Harrison  Avenue 
and  Washington  Street,  was  not  part  of 
the  plan,  since  it  is  one  of  the 
neighborhood’s  shabbiest  districts. 

Chin,  meanwhile,  said  that  for 
Chinatown  to  improve  its  image  and  at¬ 
tract  more  tourists  "all  the  business 
people  in  Chinatown  must  get 
together."  He  said  greater  effort  must 
also  be  made  to  keep  the  streets  clean. 

"Chinatown  has  to  market  itself,"  said 
Chin,  who  pointed  out  that  the  North 
End  has  a  business  organization  that 
markets  the  area. 

He  pointed  out  that  in  Chicago  four 
or  five  restaurants  advertise  together  in 
hotel  books.  "Most  of  the  businessmen 
are  pretty  myopic,"  he  said.  "They  don’t 
want  to  put  out  this  money.  * 

Also  emphasized  was  the  need  "to 
continue  to  have  cultural  programs  in 
Chinatown."  Chin  suggested  that  the 
neighborhood  should  have  street  per¬ 
formances,  calligraphy  and  painting 
demonstrations,  stoiytellers  and  other 
cultural  activities  on  the  weekend  to  at¬ 
tract  visitors  to  the  neighborhood. 

A  change  has  also  taken  place  in  the 
people  frequenting  Chinatown  res¬ 
taurants,  said  Chin.  While  the  res¬ 
taurants  are  attracting  more  Chinese 
customers  than  before,  they  are  attract¬ 
ing  far  fewer  Caucasians  man  in  me  past.  ‘  $ 

Councilor  Mary  Soo  Hoo  said  many 
people  in  Chinatown  are  concerned 
about  the  future  of  the  neighborhood.  "I 
know  that  everyone  is  concerned  about 
the  business  in  Chinatown."  Noting  that 
the  sidewalks  are  an  eyesore,  she  said 
that  people  don’t  want  to  come  to  an 
area  that  looks  dilapidated.  "The  past 
two  years  have  been  tough  going  for 
!  everyone,"  she  said.  "After  certain  hours 
it’s  dead.. .you  don’t  see  that  many 
people  walking." 

Moy  said  other  ways  to  make 
Chinatown  more  attractive  to  outsiders 
include  creating  an  outdoor  market  area 
with  push  carts  and  Chinese  food  stands. 

It  was  an  idea  that  had  been  considered 
by  some  Chinatown  restaurant  owners 
last  year,  but  "it  really  never  got  off  the 
ground,"  he  said. 

Moy  said  that  Chinatown  must 
change  the  perception  that  the  area  is 
|  dangerous  if  it  hopes  to  bring  back 
visitors.  "Hopefully  we  can  change  that 
image  around,"  he  said. 

The  Combat  Zone,  the  city’s  only 
adult  entertainment  district,  also 
remains  a  problem.  Moy  said  he  could  1 
accept  the  demolition  of  buildings  at  the 
comer  of  Beach  and  Washington  Streets  j 
to  make  a  parking  lot  as  a  temporary 
measure  to  upgrade  the  area.  The  Naked 
Eye  lounge  and  the  Pilgrim  Theater  are  j 
currently  located  in  the  buildings.  Their 
owner,  Kevin  Fitzgerald,  believes  that  a 
parking  lot  on  the  site  would  be  more 
attractive  to  a  developer  than  the  Naked 
Eye  and  the  Pilgrim  Theatre. 

"I  would  accept  it  (a  parking  lot)  on  a 
short  term  basis  to  get  druggies  and 
prostitutes  away  from  Chinatown,"  said 
Moy.  Historic  preservationists,  how¬ 
ever,  have  criticized  the  demolition  of 
the  buildings. 

The  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  is  reportedly  trying  to  get  a 
Singapore  businessman,  Simon  Tay,  in¬ 
terested  in  developing  a  hotel  on  the 
site.  Tay  has  recently  purchased  the 
Beach  Street  garage  that  abuts  the 
buildings  in  Chinatown. 

R.O. 
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Chinatown  Church  Dedicates  New  Building 


It  was  started  in  1961  by  a 
group  of  18  people  in  a  small 
chapel  on  East  Berkeley  Street, 
recalls  the  Rev.  James  Y.K.  Tan, 
the  founding  pastor  of  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Chinese  Evangelical  Church 
in  Chinatown. 

Last  week,  more  than  30  years 
after  the  Evangelical  Church’s 
founding,  Rev.  Tan,  who  is  cur¬ 
rently  the  church’s  Pastor 
Emeritus,  saw  the  church  reach 
yet  another  milestone  when  it 
dedicated  its  new  office  building 
at  237  Harrison  Avenue. 

"I’m  happy  that  God  has  given 
me  life  to  see  the  growth  of  the 
church,"  says  the  Rev.  Tan, 
whose  first  encounter  with 
Christianity  occurred  in 
Guangzhou  when  he  was  18 
years  old.  Following  eight  years 
of  missionary  work  in  Japan,  the 
Rev.  Tan  eventually  came  to 
Boston,  where  he,  his  wife  and 
sixteen  others  founded  the 
original  church. 

Located  next  to  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Church,  the  new  church 
building  contains  seven  offices  as 
well  as  three  meeting  rooms  for 


Associate  Pastor  Steven  Chin  in  his  bright  new  office  in  Chinatown. 


Sunday  school  classes,  English  as 
a  second  language  classes  for  the 
community,  and  after-school 
programs  for  area  students.  The 
church  had  sometimes  been 
using  space  in  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  institutions  for  its  ac¬ 
tivities,  said  Johnson  Cheng,  a 
church  member  and  a  volunteer 
teen  counselor. 

The  building,  which  had  been 


vacant  for  the  last  15  years,  was 
once  the  site  of  the  Greater  Bos¬ 
ton  Chinese  Golden  Age  Center. 
It  had  been  purchased  from  the 
Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA)  and  had  been 
under  renovation  for  about  the 
last  six  months.  As  part  of  the 
renovation  work,  an  extra  floor 
was  added  to  the  formerly  three- 
story  building. 


The  $400,000  needed  to  pay 
for  the  project  was  raised  by  the 
congregation.  The  project  ar¬ 
chitect  was  Chia-Ming  Sze  Ar¬ 
chitects  Inc.,  and  the  renovation 
work  was  done  by  EMRG,  Inc, 
an  Asian-American  general  con¬ 
tractor  that  has  been  in  business 
in  the  area  for  40  years,  said 
Anna  Yee,  who  helped  organize 
the  church  project. 

The  Evangelical  Church  has 
grown  dramatically  over  the 
years.  Senior  Pastor  Jacob  Fung 
recalls  how  in  1979  -  at  the  time 
construction  of  its  new  church  at 
249  Harrison  Ave.  was  com¬ 
pleted  -  the  church  had  only 
about  120  members.  It  now  has 
at  least  500  members,  he  says, 
explaining  that  on  Sundays 
about  600  adults  attend  the 
church’s  Cantonese,  English  and 
Cantonese/Mandarin  services. 

The  Rev.  Fung  attributes  the 
church’s  growth  to  the  influx  of 
new  Chinese  immigrants  from 
many  Asian  countries  over  the 
last  10  years  as  well  as  the  evan¬ 
gelizing  efforts  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  Church  members  come 


from  both  Chinatown  and  subur¬ 
ban  Boston  towns,  he  said,  with 
a  small  number  coming  from 
other  New  England  states. 
Church  members  include 
American-born  and  overseas- 
born  Chinese.  A  substantial 
number  of  church  members  are 
originally  from  Hong  Kong,  he 
said. 

Rev.  Fung  said  some  church 
members  were  practicing  Chris¬ 
tians  in  their  native  countries 
while  others  began  practicing 
when  they  came  to  the  United 
States. 

"Right  now  we  are  trying  to 
help  out  more  in  the  Chinatown 
community,  especially  the  new 
immigrants,"  Rev.  Fung  said. 

In  recalling  the  church’s 
founding  more  than  30  years  ago, 
and  its  continuous  growth  since 
then,  Rev.  Tan  cited  a  passage 
from  the  gospel  according  to 
Matthew:  "I  tell  you  the  truth,  if 
you  have  faith  as  small  as  a  mus¬ 
tard  seed,  you  can  say  to  the 
mountain,  ‘Move  from  here  to 
there’  and  it  will  move.  Nothing 
will  be  impossible  for  you." 


Peace 

continued  from  page  1 

Her  job  in  Jamaica  was  to  pro¬ 
vide  education  plans,  physical 
therapy,  and  special  education 
awareness.  But  she  did  much 
more.  She  also  raised  awareness 
for  the  disabled  and  coached 
teams  for  the  Special  Olympics. 
At  the  same  time,  she  gave 
Jamaicans  a  more  accurate  idea 
of  what  it  is  to  be  an  American. 
No  longer  did  they  think  all 
Americans  are  blond  and  blue¬ 
eyed. 


As  a  recruiter,  Fudge’s  goal  is 
to  attract  a  more  diverse  group  of 
volunteers.  At  present,  six  per¬ 
cent  of  Peace  Corps  volunteers 
are  Asian,  and  that  number  is 
growing.  But  most  Asians,  she 
says,  don’t  readily  consider  the 
Peace  Corps.  A  common  reac¬ 
tion  to  the  prospect  of  joining  is: 
"After  educating  myself  and 
working  my  way  through  school, 
why  go  into  the  Peace  Corps?" 

But  what  people  often  for¬ 
get,  says  Fudge,  is  how  much  they 
will  learn  as  a  volunteer.  "I  look 
for  anyone  who  wants  to  make  a 
commitment,"  she  says.  "Com¬ 


munity  and  volunteer  service  is 
key.  You  have  to  be  interested  in 
helping  others,  and  if  you  don’t 
[have  those  characteristics], 
you’re  going  to  fall  on  your  face." 

Often,  pressure  from  family 
and  friends  keep  prospective 
volunteers  from  considering  it 
seriously.  "My  friends  were 
amazed,"  she  says,  her  eyes 
widening.  "They  wished  they 
could  do  it."  Typical  comments 
might  be,  "Why  run  away  to  the 
Peace  Corps?"  or,  "You’re  crazy! 
Why  would  you  give  up  two  years 
of  your  life  and  not  get  paid,"  or, 
"You’re  [really]  going  to  live  in 
paradise." 


Cultural  barriers  seem  to  be 
the  most  difficult  obstacles  to 
overcome  for  prospective  Asian 
volunteers.  Korean  families,  as 
well  as  Asian  families  in  general, 
stress  career  decisions  that  help 
the  family.  "You  should  be  doing 
it  for  the  family,"  is  a  comment 
Fudge  often  hears  from  prospec¬ 
tive  volunteers  whose  families 
are  opposed  to  their  joining. 

"The  point  was  to  stay  in  the 
US  and  make  money,"  she  says. 
"A  lot  of  Asian  communities 
think  success  is  money.  My  fami¬ 
ly  was  amazed  at  my  commit¬ 
ment.. .Success  is  not  money  or  a 
nine-to-five  high-paying  job.  I’ve 


James  J.  Kerasiotes 

Secretary  of  the  Mattachusetts 
Executive  Office  of  Transportation 

Laurinda  T.  Bedingfield 

Massachusetts  Highway  Department  Commissioner 

Central  Artery/Tunnel 

The  largest  public  works  project  of  its  kind  in  the  U.S.  today,  Boston ’s  $6 
billion  Central  Artery/Tunnel  will  create  a  safer,  more  efficient  highway, 
improve  airport  access,  and  create  acres  of  open  space  where  an  elevated 
roadway  now  stands. 


Risk  Manager 


The  Risk  Manager  is  responsible  for  the  development,  implementation  and 
coordination  of  insurance  and  other  risk  management  programs  that  will 
provide  protection  for  various  participants  in  the  CA/T  Project  from 
potential  loss.  Further  responsibilities  will  indude  the  identification  and 
evaluation  of  loss  potential;  recommendation  of  the  means  to  protect, 
reduce  and  eliminate  such  loss  and  recommendation  of  insurance  cost 
containment  measures.  Additionally,  the  Risk  Manager  will  bear 
responsibility  for  the  analysis,  layout  and  recommendation  of  the 
comprehensive  project  business  insurance  coverages,  broken  negotiations 
and  liaison  as  well  as  the  development  coordinator  and  administrator  of 
self  insurance  programs  and  other  alternative  Risk  Management  programs. 

Must  have  a  solid  working  knowledge  of  risk,  insurance,  liability, 
finance,  accounting,  and  actuarial  prindples  and  concepts.  Knowledge  of 
overall  risk  and  insurance  arrangements  and  their  applicability  in  Project 
risk  considerations.  Knowledge  of  insurance  marketing  and 
underwriting  principles.  Demonstrated  skill  in  project-level  contractual 
negotiations  and  administration. 

Please  send  resume  and  salary  history  to: 

BECHTEL/PARSONS  BRINCKERHOFF 

(A  Joint  Venture  of  Bedrid  Corporation  and  Parsons  Brinckerhoff  Quade  Sr  Douglas, IncJ 
Human  Resources,  Dept.  SP30305 
One  South  Station,  Boston,  MA  02110 
An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
M/F/D/V  Principals  Onl;' 
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SIMMONS^  COLLEGE 

300  The  Fenway,  Boston,  MA  02115-5898 

FACULTY  POSITIONS 
DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMUNICATIONS 

Tenure  track  position  at  the  assistant  prolessor  level  to  teach  a  variety  ot 
graphic  desiryi  courses  such  as  typography,  introductory  studk>  and  print 
production.  Supervise  independent  projects.  Participate  in  college  service  and 
scholarly  activities.  Maintain  visibiity  in  professional  deskyi  community. 
M  F  A.  in  Graphic  Design,  professional  and  teactwig  experience  preferred. 
Screening  of  applicants  wiH  begin  on  April  1,  1993  and  contnue  unti  the  posi¬ 
tion  is  filled.  Send  application  letter,  curriculum  vitae,  names  and  addresses  of 
three  references,  up  to  20  slides  of  professional  work,  up  to  20  slides  of  stu¬ 
dents'  work. 

Non-tenure  track,  renewable  position  at  the  instructor  or  assistant  professor 
level  to  teach  introductory  and  advance  joumaism,  as  wen  as  public  relations 
courses.  Participate  in  college  service  and  scholarly  activities.  Maintain  visibil¬ 
ity  in  professional  community.  Master's  degree  in  related  field  required, 
professional  and  leaching  experience  preferred.  Send  application  letter,  curric¬ 
ulum  vitae,  names  and  addresses  of  three  references,  and  examples  of 
professional  work. 

Inquiries,  for  both  positions  to:  Professor  Deborah  Smiley,  Chairwoman, 
Department  of  Communications. 

NURSING  FACULTY  POSITION(S) 

NLN  Accredited  Baccalaureate  Program,  Community  Health,  Medical  Surgi¬ 
cal,  Family  Centered  Labor  and  Delivery,  potential  full  and  part-time  positions 
avalable  September  1993.  Master's  in  Nursing  required,  doctorate  preferred, 
prior  clinical  and  teaching  experience  essential.  Rank  and  salary  commen¬ 
surate  with  education  and  experience.  Resumes  submitted  prior  to  Apri  1st 
wil  receive  priority. 

Summer  Positions,  Pathophysiology  Instructor,  May  1993,  Family  Centered, 
Labor  and  Delivery  Instructor,  June,  1993.  Submit  resume  for  positions  to: 
Penelope  M.  Glynn,  R.N.Ph.D.,  Chairperson,  Department  of  Nursing. 

CHEMISTRY  DEPARTMENT 

Ph.D.  Organic  Chemist  is  needed  lor  a  fi J  time  tenure-track  position  as  assis¬ 
tant  professor  for  the  academic  year  1993-94.  leaching  duties  may  include 
environmental  and  biochemistry  courses.  The  Department  is  wefkequipped 
and  faculty  are  expected  to  maintain  an  active  undergraduate  research  pro¬ 
gram.  Contact  Idal  Hartman,  Chair,  (617)  738-2181. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  BIOLOGY 

Assistant  Professor,  tenure-track  position  to  begin  SepterrPer  of  1993.  Teach¬ 
ing  responsibilities  wil  include  courses  in  Neurobioiogy,  General  Biology, 
Anatomy  and  Physiology,  and  Psychobiology  Seminar.  Research  expertise  in 
the  area  of  neuobioiogy  and  some  teaching  experience  desirable.  Require¬ 
ments:  Ph.D.,  a  commitment  to  excelent  undergraduate  teaching,  and  a 
research  program  with  opportunities  for  student  participation.  For  detaied  n  - 
formation  and  application  procedure,  write  to:  Or.  Karen  Talentino,  Chairper¬ 
son,  Department  of  Biology. 

Sammons  College  is  an  Equal  Opportirxty/Aff amative  Action  Employer  and 
is  committed  to  dvereity. 
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done  what  I  wanted  to  do." 

Some  Asian  parents  have 
reservations  about  their  children 
joining  the  Peace  Corps.  They 
don’t  want  their  children  to 
struggle  the  way  they  did.  Family 
pressure  is  focussed  on  being 
successful  -  on  becoming  some¬ 
body.  The  idea  is  that  young 
people  should  complete  school 
and  work  hard  to  make  money. 
And  they  should  do  it  in  the 
United  States,  not  overseas. 

"But  if  families  let  individuals 
try  it,  they  would  be  proud,"  says 
Fudge.  "They  are  gaining  culture, 
language,  helping  others,  en¬ 
hancing  their  own  careers.  And 
most  importantly,  we  are 
sacrificing  time  and  energy  be¬ 
cause  we  need  to  pay  back.  In¬ 
stead  of  just  me,  me,  me,  if 
everyone  volunteered,  this  world 
would  be  a  better  place." 

"My  family  didn’t  think  I 
could  become  a  volunteer,"  she 
continues.  "They  thought  I 
would  be  just  like  any  other  stu¬ 
dent,  having  to  rely  on  luxuries 
like  hair  dryers.  But  in  the  end, 
they  were  supportive.  My  family 
was  concerned  for  my  health, 
safety,  and  wondered  how  I  could 
sacrifice  two  years  helping 
others,  while  I  should  be  making 
money.  But  they’re  glad  I  did  it." 

While  a  strong  sense  of  iden¬ 
tity  seems  to  be  a  great  asset  for 
volunteers  going  in,  a  greater 
sense  of  identity  seems  to  be  an 
outcome  of  having  served.  "I  con¬ 
sider  myself  Korean  first,"  says 
Fudge.  As  a  Korean-American, 
however,  she  sometimes  found  it 
hard  to  see  where  she  fit  in.  "My 
mom  encouraged  me  to  go  to 
Korean  church,  to  have  Korean 
friends.  But  I  always  felt  dif¬ 
ferent.  I  didn’t  want  to  be  dif¬ 
ferent.  " 

But  in  Jamaica,  she  says, 
"being  Korean-American,  I 
learned  to  appreciate  my  iden¬ 
tity." 


Asian-Americans  interested 
in  joining  the  Peace  Corps 
should  call  1-800-648-8052  for 
information. 
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OPINION 


Group  Supports  Hong  Kong  Reforms 


By  Wai-Shing  Choi 

In  his  first  policy  address  since 
becoming  the  governor  of  Hong 
Kong,  Chris  Patten  has  outlined 
his  proposal  for  political  reforms 
in  the  next  five  years.  The  main 
features  include  lowering  the 
voting  age  from  21  to  18,  expand¬ 
ing  the  franchise  of  the  function¬ 
al  constituency  seats  in  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  forming 
an  election  committee  from 
directly-elected  District  Board 
members  to  elect  10  Legislative 
Council  members  in  the  1995 
elections.  The  proposal  also  calls 
for  a  complete  separation  of  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  Coun¬ 
cil  membership. 

We  support  Patten’s  efforts  to 
increase  the  representation  of 
the  Legislative  Council.  Recog¬ 
nizing  the  constraints  imposed 
by  the  Basic  Law  on  the  pace  of 
democratic  reforms,  we  believe 
that  these  are  significant  and 
practical  steps  towards  achieving 
the  ultimate  goal  of  electing  all 
60  Legislative  Council  members 
by  universal  suffrage. 

Under  the  Basic  Law,  10 
Legislative  Council  members 
will  be  elected  by  an  election 
committee  in  1999,  when  the 
first  post- 1997  Legislative  Coun¬ 
cil  election  will  take  place.  The 
Basic  Law,  however,  does  not 
specify  the  composition  of  this 


Hong  Kong 


election  committee.  Patten’s 
proposal  for  the  corresponding 
10  seats  in  the  1995  elections  is 
to  set  up  an  election  committee 
consisting  of  the  local  District 
Board  members,  who  will  them¬ 
selves  be  directly  elected  in  their 
own  districts.  This  will  give  the 
10  seats  a  broader  repre¬ 
sentation. 

In  the  1991  elections,  21 
Legislative  Council  seats  were 
returned  via  the  so-called  func¬ 
tional  constituencies.  These  rep¬ 
resent  the  various  industrial, 
commercial,  financial  and 
professional  sectors.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  votes  cast  for  many  of 
these  seats  was  in  fact  very  small, 


ANALYST/PROGRAMMER 

Multi-disciplinary  planning  team  seeks  analyst/programmer  with  expertise  in 
FOXPRO  and  in  developing  modeling/simulation  systems,  flexible  and 
interesting  environment  Fax  or  send  resume  to: 

PERSONNEL  ADMINISTRATOR 
WALLACE,  FLOYD,  ASSOCIATES  INC. 

286  Congress  Street 
Boston,  MA  02210 
Fax  #617/423-1094 

No  phone  calls  please 

Afllnnative  action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  BROOKLINE,  MA 
ADMINISTRATIVE  VACANCIES 

*  .5  English  Coordinator,  Brookline  High  School 

*  .5  Library  Coordinator,  K-12 

*  .4  Vice-Principal,  Heath  School 

Additional  teaching  responsibilities  may  be  included  to  create 
full-time  positions.  Job  descriptions  available  upon  request. 
Deadline  for  filing:  March  26,  1993.  Please  send  cover  letter, 
resume  and  references  to:  Christopher  H.  Martes,  Director 
Personnel,  Brookline  Public  Schools,  333  Washington  Street, 
Brookline,  MA  02146. 

Ail  Afllnnative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


HELP  WANTED  -  PROFESSIONAL 

Acorn  Child  Care  seeks  OFC  toddler  certified 
teacher.  Full  time  position.  Chinese/English 
speaker  preferred.  Call  635  -5261  or  635-5263, 
Bernadette  or  Rosa.  Competitive  salary  and 
benefits. 

Acorn  seeks  Cantonese/English  speaking 
family  worker  for  10  hr  position.  Formal 
experience  and  Education  working  with  families 
required.  Call  Bernadette  635-5261. 

Acorn  seeks  OFC  certified  substitute  teachers 
to  call  upon  when  teachers  are  out.  Call  Rosa 
635-5263. 


limited  to  a  few  corporations. 
The  number  of  functional  con¬ 
stituency  seats  will  be  increased 
to  30  in  the  1995  elections.  The 
nine  new  constituencies  defined 

in  Patten’s  proposal  are  much 
broader  than  the  existing  ones. 
They  are  basically  set  up  so  that 
every  person  in  the  working 
population  of  2.7  million  has  a 
vote  in  one  of  the  30  constituen¬ 
cies,  thus  somewhat  diluting  the 
highly  elitist  nature  of  the  func¬ 
tional  constituency  seats. 
Moreover,  Patten  also  proposes 
to  expand  the  franchise  of  the 
existing  constituencies.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  voting  that  was  limited  to 
corporate  entities  should  now  be 
done  instead  by  individuals  who 
own  or  control  the  management 
of  the  corporations;  registered 
social  workers,  in  addition  to 
those  managing  welfare  agen¬ 
cies,  should  be  allowed  to  vote  in 
the  social  services  constituen¬ 
cies. 

Despite  these  reforms,  we  em¬ 
phasize  that  the  entire  system 
still  suffers  from  the  serious 
drawback  of  unequal  repre¬ 
sentation,  since  the  electorate 
for  many  of  the  existing  con¬ 
stituencies  are  still  very  small, 
particularly  when  compared  to 
that  of  the  nine  new  seats. 
Moreover,  eligible  voters  who 
are  not  working,  such  as 


housewives,  students,  senior 
citizens,  the  unemployed,  are  in 
fact  deprived  of  one  vote. 

Patten’s  reforms  package  also 
defines  the  relationship  between 
the  Executive  and  the  Legislative 
Councils.  In  particular,  for  the 
time  being,  it  calls  for  a  complete 
separation  of  the  membership  of 
the  two  councils.  The  alleged 
merit  is  to  allow  both  councils  to 
play  their  different  roles,  ena¬ 
bling  the  Legislative  Council 
members  to  freely  debate  their 
proposals  without  the  confiden¬ 
tiality  and  collective  respon¬ 
sibility  constraints  imposed  by 
membership  in  the  Executive 
Council,  and  at  the  same  time 
ridding  the  Executive  Council  of 
party  politics.  However,  we 
believe  that  this  arrangement 
can  be  considered  a  step  towards 
democracy  only  if  there  are  suffi¬ 
cient  guarantees  of  account¬ 
ability  of  the  Executive  Council 
to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Unlike  in  the  U.S.,  neither  the 
HK  governor  before  1997,  nor 
the  Chief  Executive  after  1997,  is 
directly  elected  by  the  people.  A 
separation  of  a  totally  unelected 
executive  body  from  an  elected 
Legislative  Council,  without 
stronger  guarantees  of  account¬ 
ability,  does  nothing  to  prevent 
the  continuation  of  rule  by 
oligarchy.  If  Patten  is  serious 


Burbank  Gardens 

Boston  Symphony  Hall 
Lg.  Studio,  $426  ht/ht  wtr 
Mod.  Kit.  &  bath,  hrdw  firs, 
elev..  Indry.  Must  be  income  eligible.  Pis  call 
783-5233.  Financed  through  MHFA. 
EOH/H 


about  creating  a  non-party  im¬ 
partial  Executive  Council  ac¬ 
countable  to  the  Legislative 
Council,  we  urge  him  to  institu¬ 
tionalize  more  of  such  guaran¬ 
tees.  An  example  would  be  to 
give  the  Legislative  Council  a 
veto  power  over  the  selection  of 
an  Executive  Council  member. 

Although  there  are  limita¬ 
tions  in  Patten’s  reforms  pack¬ 
age,  we  believe  that  it  is  on  the 
whole  a  positive  step  forward. 
We  particularly  applaud  Gover¬ 
nor  Patten’s  style  of  openness 
and  receptiveness  to  public 
opinions.  His  leadership  in  put¬ 
ting  democracy  into  practice,  in 
building  up  a  tradition  of 
democracy,  is  just  as  important 
for  Hong  Kong  as  his  proposals. 
We  urge  all  Hong  Kong  citizens 
to  make  full  use  of  this  environ¬ 
ment  to  participate  and  to  make 
themselves  heard  on  these 
proposals.  After  all,  the  Hong 
Kong  people  themselves  should 
have  the  final  say  whether  these 
changes  are  adopted. 

For  more  information,  please 
contact  Wai-Shing  Choi 
(Graduate  Student,  Department 
of  Electrical  Engineering,  Bos¬ 
ton  University)  at  (617)353-5113 
(O)  or  (617)547-4214  (H);  or 
Gar-Lin  Lee  at  (617)536-5388. 

(Wai-Shing  Choi  is  a  member 
of  the  Association  of  Overseas 
Hong  Kong  Chinese  for 
Democracy  and  Human  Rights.) 


HOUSING  FOR  ELDERLY 

Bethany  Homes,  Inc.  (HUD) 

Mission  Towers,  Inc.  (MHFA) 

Haverhill,  MA  01830 
Minority  Elderly  Encouraged 
To  Apply  -  CALL;  DEANNA 
(508)  374-2168 

EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  HOUSIDNG  PROVIDER 


EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

Bilingual  mental  health  residential  workers  sough  for  a 
community  residence  program  serving  Indo-chinese 
adults.  Part  time  (evening  shift)  positions  are  available 
and  training  will  be  provided.  The  program  is  located  in 
Dorchester  and  offers  competitive  salaries.  Please  send  a 
resume  to  Paul  TonThat,  Bay  Cove  Human  Services, 
Eastern  Harbor  Office  Park,  Suite  101,  Boston,  MA 
02122  or  call  (617)  288-3321. 


Senior  Buyer 


In  this  key  position,  you  will  assist  the  Purchasing  Manager  in  the  coordination  of  diverse  purchasing 
functions.  This  will  entail  initiating  and  coordinating  procurements,  managing  public  bid  processes,  and 
researching,  evaluating  ond  recommending  vendors.  Candidates  must  have  a  Bacnefor's  degree  in  Business 
Administration,  Monogement,  or  relotea  field,  3-5  years  of  experience  in  purchasing;  experience  in 
government  agency  and  with  outomoted  systems  preferred.  Excellent  analytical and  communication  skills. 

Send  resume  to  the  Human  Resources  Department,  MWRA,  100  First  Avenue, 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  Boston,  MA  02129.  FAX:  241-4200.  EOE/AA.  Women 
and  minorities  ore  strongly  oncouroged  to  apply. 

MASSACHUSETTS  WATER 
RESOURCES  AUTHORITY 


CCBA 

continued  from  page  1 



the  384  bal¬ 
lots  sent  out  only  301  were 
returned.  He  speculated  that  un¬ 
returned  ballots  had  either  not 
been  filled  out  by  voters  or  else 
had  been  lost  in  the  mail. 

Return  addresses  were  not 
put  on  the  ballots  because  CCBA 
officials  didn’t  want  to  be  in  the 
position  of  receiving  blank  bal¬ 
lots,  said  Chan,  who  added  that 
no  formal  complaints  have  been 
received  so  far  regarding  the 
election  process. 

The  301  votes  cast  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  represent  the  largest  num¬ 
ber  of  votes  ever  recorded  in  a 
business  board  election,  he  said. 
The  previous  high  had  been  in 
the  150-vote  range.  The  large 
turnout  in  this  year’s  election 
was  largely  due  to  a  struggle  that 
developed  between  two  factions 
who  were  vying  for  control  of  the 
CCBA  board,  which  will  choose 
the  new  CCBA  president  later 
this  year. 

"I  think  there  is  a  struggle  be¬ 
tween  members  of  the  current 
board  from  the  business  sector 
and  another  group  who  wants  to 
replace  the  incumbent  board," 
said  Chan.  Though  60  percent  of 
the  current  business  board  ran 
for  reelection,  only  one  was 
reelected,  he  said.  Chan  said 
there  was  "an  organized  effort  by 
a  slate  of  people  who  wanted  to 
replace  the  board  members." 

This  year’s  election  is  also 
noteworthy  because  the  new 
board,  which  will  serve  for  two 
years,  is  made  up  of  younger 
businessmen.  "Some  of  them 
may  have  a  totally  different 
direction  for  the  future  of  the 
CCBA,"  said  Chan. 

Chan  suggested  that  the 
struggle  between  the  two  fac- 
continued  on  page  5 
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IN  FOCUS 


A  Long  Life  of  Service  to  Her  Family 


By  David  S.Y.  Wong 

Translated  by  Amy  C.  Guen 

When  Mrs.  Toy  Len  Chin 
Goon  became  the  first  Chinese 
woman  to  be  named  American 
Mother  of  the  Year  in  the  early 
1950s,  she  was  given  a  luncheon 
reception  at  the  White  House  by 
Mrs.  Bess  Truman,  the  wife  of 
the  president.  She  also  received 
a  congratulatory  scroll  and  an  in¬ 
vitation  to  visit  Taiwan  from 
President  Chiang  Kai  Shek  of  the 
Republic  of  China. 

An  unusual  woman  who  is 
now  102  years  old,  Mrs.  Goon 
experienced  a  lot  of  hardship  in 
her  life.  She  raised  eight  young 
children  after  the  early  death  of 
her  husband. 

To  recognize  her  hard  work 
and  her  devotion  to  her  family, 
the  Portland,  Maine  Business 
Women’s  Club  and  local  church 
groups  nominated  her  for  the 
State  of  Maine  Mother  of  the 
Year.  After  being  chosen  for  that 
award,  she  went  on  to  become 
the  national  Mother  of  the  Year 
for  the  entire  48  states.  The 
recognition  brought  honor  to 
the  Chinese  community,  which 
held  a  parade  for  her  in  New 
York  City’s  Chinatown. 

Mr.  Dogan  Goon,  Mrs. 
Goon’s  husband,  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1909  at  the  age 
of  18.  A  few  years  later,  he  was 
operating  a  hand  laundry  in 
Portland,  Maine.  During  World 
War  1,  he  was  drafted  into  the  US 
Army,  serving  as  a  private  in  the 
medical  department.  After 
receiving  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  in  1919,  he  returned  to  his 
laundry  business. 

In  the  spring  of  1921,  Dogan 
asked  a  cousin  to  look  after  his 
business  while  he  took  a  trip  to 
Toishan,  China  to  marry  Toy 
Len  Chin.  He  returned  with  her 
in  December  of  the  same  year, 
and  in  1922,  their  first  son,  Car- 


Mother  came  from  a  farming  Latin  and  French  vocabulary  les- 
famtly  and  had  no  formal  educa-  sons  wbde  ironing, 
non,  Dr.  Goon  continued,  "but  *In  order  to  ^ordinate  the 
she  understood  all  the  important  sustaining  of  the  laundry  busi_ 
aspects  of  bringing  up  children.  ness  and  her  children>s  pians  to 
She  encouraged  us  to  study  hard  go  to  mncg^  molher  devised 
and  to  enter  professions.  She  did  a  system  of  temporary  interrup- 

not  want  us  to  work  in  the  tion  of  schooling  of  her  children, 
laundiy  for  a  livelihood.  We  are  When  father  p6assed  away>  my 

pleased  that  we  did  not  disap-  0idest  brother,  Carroll,  who  was 
point  her.  Most  of  us  were  able  a  junior  in  high  school,  took  two 
to  attend  college  on  scholar-  years  off  from  high  school  to 

stllP‘ ,  ,  work  in  the  laundry  full-time  to 

Mother  not  only  was  con 


cerned  about  our  academic 
achievement  but  also  about  our 
overall  behavior.  Were  we 
respectful  of  our  elders, 
teachers,  police  and  government 
authorities?  We  must  always  be 
mindful  of  our  behavior.  She  has 


allow  Richard,  the  second  son,  to 
finish  high  school."  Thereafter, 
each  child  took  a  turn  managing 
and  operating  the  laundry  until 
they  left  for  college.  Carroll 
eventually  became  a  surgeon; 
Richard,  a  businessman;  Ed¬ 
ward,  a  chemist;  Albert,  a  lawyer; 


Toy  Len  Goon  in  the  family’s  Portland,  Maine  laundry. 


roll,  was  bom.  Thereafter  came 
seven  more  children:  Richard, 
Edward,  Albert,  Josephine,  Ar¬ 
thur,  Doris  and  Janet. 

When  Dogan  Goon  died  in 
1941,  the  family  responsibilities 
were  left  to  Mrs.  Goon.  The 
youngest  child  was  only  five  years 
old  at  the  time.  When  the  City  of 
Portland  Welfare  Department 
offered  Mrs.  Goon  financial  and 
other  assistance,  Mrs.  Goon 
humbly  refused,  telling  the  agen¬ 
cy  that  with  the  help  of  the 
children  the  family  could 
manage  on  its  own.  She  believed 
it  was  her  responsibility  to  raise 
the  children  and  that  she  should 


not  depend  on  others. 

"Mother  is  our  nucleus.  We 
gathered  around  her  and  at¬ 
tended  to  her  commands,"  said 
Dr.  Edward  Guen,  her  third  son, 
recalling  his  early  years.  "She 
preached  family  cohesion,  loving 
one  another  and  mutual  respect. 
The  family  dynamic  still  has  not 
changed.  No  matter  how  busy 
she  was,  she  never  once 
neglected  the  daily  needs  of  her 
family.  I  had  the  duty  of  making 
oatmeal  cereal  and  buying 
doughnuts  for  breakfast.  Mother 
cooked  lunch  and  supper  and 
made  sure  we  all  had  enough  to 
eat  before  she  served  herself." 


had  the  same  kind  of  influence  Josephine,  an  office  manager; 
on  her  24  grandchildren.  When  Arthur,  an  engineer;  Doris,  a 
she  discovered  that  my  second  court  reporter;  and  Janet,  a  so- 
son,  Michael,  was  not  well  cial  worker, 
motivated  during  his  early  years  in  1953,  when  the  youngest 
in  high  school,  she  said:  child  was  ready  for  college,  Mrs. 
‘Michael,  you  are  not  dumb;  you  Goon  retired  from  the  laundry 
are  just  as  smart  as  your  daddy.’"  business  and  moved  to  Mas- 
Michael  now  attributes  his  at-  sachusetts.  She  now  lives  with 
tainmentofaPh.D in  psychology  her  daughter,  Doris,  in 
and  a  Master’s  Degree  in  Swampscott,  MA.  She  is  mental- 
Chinese  Traditional  Medicine  to  iy  astute  and  full  of  fun.  Her  eight 

children,  24  grandchildren  and 
19  great  grandchildren  visit  her 


his  grandmother 

Mrs.  Goon’s  children  were 
given  tasks  appropriate  to  their 
ages  when  helping  out  in  the 
laundry.  Dr.  Goon  said,  "I  still 
remember  my  first  task  was  sort¬ 
ing  the  laundry  items  into  piles. 
As  soon  as  I  was  able,  I  was  car¬ 
rying  the  eight  pound  irons  from 
the  coal-fired  stove,  where  the 
irons  were  heated,  to  the  ironing 
tables,  where  my  parents  and 
older  brothers  were  doing  the 
ironing.  At  age  12, 1  was  taught 
to  sort  and  package  the  already 
ironed  shirts.  This  I  did  every  day 
after  school.  She  saw  to  it  that  we 
did  our  homework  after  supper. 
Sometimes  we  memorized  the 


regularly,  many  from  out  of  state. 
She  remains  the  nucleus  of  this 
extended  family.  And  she  is  an 
ardent  fan  of  the  Boston  Bruins 
and  the  Boston  Celtics. 

(This  article  was  originally 
written  in  Chinese.  It  is  one  of  a 
series  of  articles  on  the  history  of  ] 
Chinese  in  New  England  com¬ 
piled  by  members  of  the  Chinese 
Historical  Society  of  New 
England. ) 


CCBA 

continued  from  page  4 
tions  for  control  of  the  board 
came  about  for  several  reasons. 
"Some  of  them  wanted  to  change 
the  policy  of  the  CCBA  because 
of  what  they’re  doing,"  he  said. 
"Some  people  use  the  election  as 
phase  one  of  what’s  down  the 
road,  i.e.  the  election  of  the 
CCBA  president"  The  current 
president  is  Paul  Wong,  whose 
two-year  term  will  expire  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  CCBA  president  is 
elected  by  the  CCBA  board, 
which  consists  of  25  business 


board  members,  35  organization 
board  members,  and  about  four 
former  CCBA  presidents. 

Chan  suggested  that  a  number 
of  issues  divide  the  two  factions, 
including  the  CCBA’s  bid  to  pur¬ 
chase  Tai  Tung  Village  as  well  as 
the  desire  to  reopen  the 
Chinatown  Gateway.  While  the 
old  board  members  in  general 
supported  both  efforts,  the  new 
group  may  oppose  them,  said 
Chan.  He  added,  however,  that 
it’s  still  too  early  to  say  if  the  new 
members  of  the  group  will  be 
able  to  work  together.  "The 
people  who  formulated  this 
coalition  may  not  be  able  to  hold 


The  new  board  members  and 
the  number  of  votes  they 
received  are  listed  in  descending 
order: 

Ricky  Chang,  Weylu’s  128, 


it  together,"  he  said.  to,"  he  said.  Other  issues  of  con- 

Ricky  Chang,  the  owner  of  cern  to  him  include  creating  a 
Wey  Lu’s  128  restaurant  and  a  recreational  facility  for  ^51  votes;  Barry  Wong,  Sands 
newly  elected  board  member,  Chinatown  youths  as  well  as  Casino  of  Boston,  249  votes; 


received  the  largest  number  of  more  community  housing. 


votes  in  the  election.  Chang,  who 
has  not  been  involved  in 
Chinatown  affairs  in  the  past, 
said  his  decision  to  run  in  the 
election  represented  a  return  to 
his  "roots."  As  a  new  board  mem¬ 
ber,  Chang  said  he  would  work  to 
change  people’s  perception  of 
Chinatown.  "We  have  to  really 
educate  the  public  that 
Chinatown  is  a  safe  place  to  go 


The  Kowloon  Restaurant’s 
Donald  Wong,  another  new 
member,  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Chinatown/South  Cove  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Council.  Wong  said  he 


Donald  Wong,  Kowloon  Res¬ 
taurant,  214  votes;  Frank  Chin, 
Bill  Chin  Associates,  198 
votes;Jimmy  Mark,  Golden 
Palace  Restaurant,  195  votes; 
Ricky  Moy,  China  Pearl  Res- 


deal  with  the  same  issues. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 


SEA  Consultants  Inc.,  an  engineering/architectural  company,  is  seeking 
a  professional,  well -organized  and  circumspect  individual  to  provide 
strong  administrative  and  secretarial  support  to  S  E  A's  CEO  and  other 
executives.  Ideal  candidate  must  be  bilingual  in  Spanish  and  English; 
proficient  in  computer  software  applications,  especially  WordPerfect 
5.1  and  Lotus  1  -2-3;  and  have  excellent  interpersonal  and  communica¬ 
tion  skills.  The  ability  to  work  independently  and  to  take  the  initiative  on 
assignments  is  a  necessary  attribute.  The  requirements  for  this  challeng¬ 
ing  role  are  5  years'  minimum  experience  in  a  similar  position,  and  a 
business  or  liberal  arts  degree. 

package  as  well  as  career 
dates  please  send  letters  of 
tants  Inc.,  485  Mass 


We  offer  a  competitive  salary  and  benefits  packag 
advancement  opportunities.  Qualified  candidates  pi 
interest  and  resumes  to  HR  Manager,  SEA  Consult; 
Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02139. 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


SOCIAL  WORK  FIELD  COORDINATOR 


Half-time  faculty  position  in  accredited  B.S.W.  program.  Responsible  for  program 
field  coordination  including  site  development  and  placing  students.  Includes  teaching 
field  seminars.  Requires  M.S.W.  Degree,  two  years  of  post-Master's  experience,  and  a 
commitment  to  enhancing  diversity  on  campus.  Prefer  experience  in  social  work 
education  field  placement  Begin  9/93. 

Send  resume  and  three  professional  references  by  3/22/93  to  Dr.  Patricia 
Hogan,  Director,  Social  Work  Program,  Wheelock  College,  Boston,  MA  0211S. 


Wheelock 


Wheelock  College  ii  an  Equal  Opportunity/Affinnative  Action  Employer, 
and  ia  committed  to  diversity. 


EAST  BOSTON 

2  rooms,  modern  one  bedroom  for  moderate  income 
tenants.  $480.00/mo  includes  heat,  hot  water,  and 
electricity.  Wall/wall,  newly  remodeled  and  in  a  well 
maintained  building  with  an  excellent  location. 

Sal  Colombo 
Metro  Management 
72  Marginal  St 
East  Boston,  MA  02128 
(617)  567-7755 
Equal  Housing  Opportunity 


wants  to  see  more  cooperation  taurant,  184  votes;  Lai  Foy  Sou, 
between  the  Neighborhood  Chinese  Spaghetti  Factory,  180 
Council  and  the  CCBA.  He  said  votes;  Yon  Lee,  Boston  Educa- 
the  two  organizations  have  com-  tional  Service,  179  votes;  James 
mon  interests  and  must  often  Wong,  China  Sail  Restaurant, 

178  votes;  Roman  Chan,  Kirin 
Produce  Co.,  176  votes;  Hong 
Wee  Lee,  Tai  Wee  Jewelers,  176 
votes;  Danny  Ng,  Dragon  Chef 
Inc.,  175  votes;  Vern  Chin, 
McDonald’s,  168  votes;  Kin 
Wong,  Kam  Tai  Restaurant,  168 
votes;  David  Wong,  Paul  G.F. 
Wong  Inc.,  168  votes;  Cindy 
Kong,  Sampan  Travel,  166  votes; 
Kai  Lau,  Wok  East  Restaurant, 
165  votes;  Daniel  Lam,  Dan  Lam 
and  Associates,  164  votes; 

Michael  Chin,  Beach  St.  Realty, 
163  votes;  Bak  Shek  Yu,  CWH 
Company,  162  votes;  Kwong 
Hon  Chan,  Wings  Flowers  Ex¬ 
change,  159  votes;  Joe  Chin,  J.C. 
Realty,  Inc. ,  157  votes;  Nick 
Chau,  Tai  Tung  Pharmacy,  Inc., 
150  votes;  Davis  Woo,  WCG 
Enterprises,  Inc.,  147  votes; 
Perry  Wong,  Young  &  Yee  Res¬ 
taurant,  135  votes;  Wilson  Lee, 
Bo  Shek  Restaurant,  131  votes; 
Peter  Luu,  Cheng-Kwong 
Market,  126  votes. 


Sampan 


Mar.  5, 1993 


ASIAN  ARTS 


Asian  Actors  Still  Face  Obstacles 


While  playwright  David 
Henry  Hwang  believes  that 
Asian  Americans  are  becoming 
an  increasingly  visible  presence 
in  the  arts,  he  suggests  that 
Asian-American  actors  still  face 
obstacles  because  they  are  usual¬ 
ly  "cast  on  their  faces." 

The  two  Asian  American  ac¬ 
tors  with  roles  in  Hwang’s  new 
play  "Face  Value"  (which  had  its 
pre-Broadway  premiere  last 
month  at  the  Colonial  Theatre  in 
Boston),  agree  that  race  still 
plays  an  important  part  in  the 
kind  and  number  of  roles  avail¬ 
able  to  them  in  film,  TV  and 
theater. 

Moreover,  they  say  Asian 
roles  often  don’t  accurately 
portray  the  Asian  American  ex¬ 
perience  because  the  writers  - 
few  of  whom  are  Asian  -  have 
little  knowledge  of  it. 

Dennis  Dun,  who  plays  the 
character  Randall  Lee  in  "Face 
Value,"  has  appeared  in  Hwang’s 
plays  "FOB"  and  "Dance  and  the 
Railroad,"  as  well  as  in  many 
films,  including  co-starring  roles 
,  in  "1000  Pieces  of  Gold,'’  Bernar¬ 
do  Bertolucci’s  "The  Last 
Emperor,"  "Prince  of  Darkness," 
and  the  controversial  film  "Year 
of  the  Dragon."  , 

"In  Hollywood,  we’re  at  the 
bottom  of  the  rung"  says  Dun, 
who  has  his  roots  in  the  Sari 
Francisco  Bay  Area  theater  com¬ 
munity .  "The  perception  is  we’re 
aliens  from  another  planet."  Dun 
believes  that  "there’s  still  some 


difficult  position.  "I  worked  for 
Chinese  affirmative  action  in 
San  Francisco,"  he  says. 


Dennis  Dun 


MiaKorf 


kind  of  weird  perception  that 
we’re  not  part  of  this  culture."  He 
suggests  that  Asian  actors  seem 
to  take  one  step  forward  and  ten 
steps  back. 

Dun  says  that  film  and  TV 
writers  tend  to  have  an  "east  of 
Chicago"  sensibility  and  are 
generally  "ignorant"  of  Asian- 
American  culture.  They  try  to 
appeal  to  the  "lowest  common 
denominator,"  he  says,  and  as  a 
result  often  create  insulting 
stereotypes  of  Asians.  He  notes 
that  another  upcoming  film, 
"Rising  Sun,"  is  an  example  of  a 
film  that  will  again  offer  a  "nega¬ 
tive  portrayal  of  Asians." 

Dun  also  points  out  that  lead¬ 
ing  Asian  male  roles  are  basically 
non-existent.  The  recent  film, 

"The  Lover,"  starring  the  Hong 
Kong  actor  Tony  Leung,  is  a  wel¬ 


come  exception,  he  suggests. 

The  quality  of  the  roles  of¬ 
fered  to  Asian  actors  often  puts 
them  in  a  difficult  position  be¬ 
cause  they  are  torn  between 
taking  a  part  that  inaccurately 
portrays  Asian-American  life  or 
rejecting  the  role  and  finding 
oneself  out  of  work. 

A  case  in  point  was 'Dun’s  ex¬ 
perience  with  "Year  of  the 
Dragon,"  a  film  which  was 
criticized  for  its  negative 
portrayal  of  Asians.  Dun  recalls 
how  he  immediately  tried  to 
make  the  "terrible  pigeon 
English"  of  the  script  grammati¬ 
cal. 

The  film  presented  a  typical 
Hollywood  "gangster"  inter¬ 
pretation  of  Chinese  life,  he  says. 
"They  were  writing  a  stereotype 
of  Chinatown,"  he  says,  adding 
that  playing  the  role  put  him  in  a 


Mia  Korf,  who  is  making  her 
Broadway  debut  in  the  role  of 
Linda  Anne  Wing,  has  had  roles 
in  many  New  York  plays  and  TV 
soaps,  including  the  role  of  the 
devious  Blair  Daimler  Buchanan 
on  ABC’s  "One  Life  to  Live." 
Korf  suggests  that  because  she  is 
half-Asian  and  half -Caucasian, 
she  sometimes  has  difficulty  get- 
ting  either  strictly  Asian  or 
strictly  Caucasian  roles. 

Korf  points  out  that  Asian 
characters  in  soaps  are  usually 
immigrants  and  refugees  who 
speak  with  an  accent.  There  are 
few  American-born  Asian  char¬ 
acters,  she  says,  leading  her  to 
conclude  that  the  creators  of 
these  roles  still  view  Asians  as 
foreigners. 

Korfs  role  as  Blair  Daimler 
turned  out  to  be  a  "colorblind" 
one,  she  says.  "She  was  just  a  per¬ 
son.  No  reference  was  made  to 
race,"  she  adds.  Korf,  however, 
felt  the  character  could  have 
been  made  more  interesting  and 
more  realistic  by  including  some 
reference  to  her  background  in 
the  script. 


Korf  believes  the  number  of 
Asian  roles  in  TV,  film,  and 
theater  has  generally  remained 
the  same  over  the  years.  "There’s 
still  a  lot  of  backward  attitudes," 


she  says.  But  with  the  Asian 
population  growing  in  the  US, 
their  number  should  grow  in  the 
future. 

Korf  says  there  are  a  limited 
number  of  Asian  roles  in  part 
because  of  anti-Asian  sentiment 
in  the  US.  While  Korf  believes 
this  is  partly  due  to  the  competi¬ 
tive  economic  climate,  Dun  sug¬ 
gests  that  it  is  also  the  result  of 
the  Japanese,  Korean,  and  Viet¬ 
namese  wars.  As  a  result,  few 
Asians  appear  in  TV  programs 
or  in  commercials.  "I  think  it  will 
be  a  long  time  before  Asians  are 
represented  in  the  media  in  num¬ 
bers  equal  to  the  demographics," 
says  Korf. 

She  says  that  roles  for  Asian 
women  usually  fall  into  two 
categories,  both  of  which  are 
based  on  stereotypes:  there  is 
"the  mysterious,  exotic,  dragon 
women  who  will  steal  husbands," 
or  the  "sweet,  diminutive  flower," 
she  says. 

Both  Korf  and  Dunn  say  that 
the  limited  number  of  Asian 
roles  makes  it  difficult  for  Asian 
actors  to  reject  the  ones  that  are 
offered.  Korf,  however,  believes 
there  is  a  greater  tendency  now 
for  Asian  actors  to  reject  roles  in 
which  Asians  are  cast  in  a 
stereotypical  light.  At  the  same 
time,  she  continues,  Asian  actors 
are  also  faced  with  the  realiza¬ 
tion  that  if  they  don’t  take  the 
role,  "someone  else  will." 

-R.O. 


ADVERTISING  MARKETING 
Tenure  Track  Position 

Emerson  College  invites  applications  for  a  tenure  track 
Advertising/Marketing  position  in  the  Division  of 
Communicatiori  Studies  to  teach  graduate  and  undergraduate 
courses  in  advertising.  The  Division  of  communication  Studies 
offers  concentrations  in  political  communication,  business  and 
organizational  communication,  advertising  and  public  relations 
and  oral  interpretation.  Teaching  experience  and  advertising 
agency  experience  required.  The  successful  candidate  must  be 
able  to  incorporate  the  field  of  advertising/marketing 
communication  within  the  context  of  an  academic 
communication  program.  Ph.D.  preferred.  Assistant/ Associate 
Professor  level.  To  apply,  please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  Department  Chair  of  Communication  Studies,  Emerson 
College,  100  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116.  We  are  an 
Equal  Opportunity/ Affirmative  Action  Employer.  Women  and 
Minorities  are  encouraged  to  apply. 


Brighton  By  Owner 

Colonial,  7  rms.  2  bath,  garage,  private  way,  near 
schools,  $152,000.  6  Barston  Street,  #  782-2877. 
Open  House  Sunday  March  7  and  March  14,  1993,  12 
noon  -  2  p.m. 


Please  note:  Calendar  items 
are  accepted  up  to  Friday,  Mar. 
15,  1993  for  the  Mar.  19,  1993 
edition. 


The  next  issue  of  Sampan  will 
be  published  on  Mar.  19,  1993. 
Press  releases  and  advertise¬ 
ments  which  require  typesetting 
or  artwork  are  accepted  up  to 
Friday,  Mar.  12,  1993.  Camera- 
ready  ads  are  accepted  up  to 
Monday,  Mar.  15, 1993. 


FEDERAL  DEPOSIT  INSURANCE  CORPORATION 


Minorities  &  Women 


The  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation  in 
the  Franklin  and  Westborough,  MA  office  is 
interested  in  doing  business  with  minority- 
and  woman-owned  firms.  Firms  must 
register  to  receive  contract  solicitations. 
Registration  packets  are  available  by  calling 
(508)  520-9471  or  writing  to:  Michael  Esch, 


Contract  opportunities 
are  available  in 


Property  Management 


FDI€ 


Asset/Title  Searches 


Appraisal  Ramos 


124  Grove  Street,  P.O.  Box  9104, 
Franklin,  MA  02038 
An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Real  Estate  Brokerage 


Environmental  Analysis 
Phase  1,11,111 


IMMEDIATE  JOB  OPPORTUNITY 
GRAPHIC  DESIGNER 


Developing  presentations,  proposal 
graphics,  and  other  marketing  materials;  Desktop 
publishing  experience;  creative  approaches;  two  to 
three  years  experience;  competitive  salary  and 
benefits.  Send  resume/ portfolio  samples  to:  R.  W. 
Beck  and  Associates,  ATTN:  Ms.  Lee  Jeffers  Brami, 
Corporate  Center,  East  Wing,  550  Cochituate  Road, 
Framingham,  MA  01701-9344.  R.  W.  Beck  is  an 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer;  we  encourage 
minorities  and  women  to  apply. 


PROJECT  MANAGER 


Growing  Environmental  Services  Practice 
seeks  an  individual  with  4-8  years  of  experience  in 
environmental  permitting  and  engineering. 

Preferred  candidate  will  have  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  environmental  regulations,  combustion  and 
pollution  control  technologies.  CEM,  EIS  experience 
desirable.  Emphasis  is  on  air  pollution  control,  but 
multidisciplinary  regulatory  understanding  is 
essential.  Send  resumes  to  above  address;  ATTN: 
Donald  Michael. 


R.  W.  Beck  and  Associates  is  a  nationally  recognized 
consulting  engineering  firm  with  offices  nationwide. 
The  above  positions  are  in  our  new  Framingham, 
MA  office.  We  offer  a  highly  competitive  salary  and 
cafeteria -style  benefits  program. 


An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


R.W  BECK 


AND  ASSOCIATES 
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BOOKS 


A  Bright  New  Asian- American  Voice 


Bone 

By  Fae  Myenne  Ng 

194  pp  New  York: 

Hyperion 

They  are  the  daughters  of  a 
"paper  son,"  coming  of  age  on  the 
border  of  two  worlds  in  San 
Francisco’s  Chinatown.  Their 
parents’  world  reaches  back  to 
Hong  Kong  and  China  but  theirs 
will  be  found  somewhere  beyond 
Chinatown’s  streets,  in  an 
America  that  often  kept  their 
elders  at  a  distance. 

Burdened  by  their  parents  ’ 
disappointments,  yet  buoyed  by 
their  own  youthful  hopes,  each 
sister  tries  in  her  own  fashion  to 
come  to  terms  with  her  some¬ 
times  divided  loyalties. 

Nina,  the  youngest,  moves  to 
New  York  because  she  wants  to 
get  as  far  away  from  her  family 
and  from  Chinatown  as  possible. 
Everything  about  Chinatown 
seems  to  disturb  her.  Ona,  the 
middle  daughter,  seems  unable 
to  break  the  hold  that 
Chinatown  has  on  her,  yet  feels 
out  of  place  there  too,  choosing 
in  the  end  an  act  of  desperation 
to  escape. 

Lei,  the  oldest  daughter,  is  the 
narrator  of  "Bone,"  Fae  Myenne 
Ng’s  impressive  first  novel. 
Though  a  source  of  strength  for 
the  family  and  its  loyal  guardian. 

Lei  is  also  fiercely  independent, 
leaving  Chinatown  to  live  with 

her  boyfriend  Mason,  whom  she 
eventually  marries  on  a  trip  to 
New  York.  Lei  is  the  glue  that 
holds  the  family  together  -  its 
still  center  that  survives  despite 
the  forces  that  work  to  dissolve 
it. 

Opening  with  Lei’s  un¬ 
planned  marriage  in  New  York 


Fae  Myenne  Ng  Jerry  Bauer  Photo 

and  working  backward  to  the 
suicide  of  Ona  -  which  becomes 
the  defining  moment  of  the  book 
and  of  the  family’s  life  together  - 
"Bone"  skillfully  captures  the 
details  and  tone  of  one  im¬ 
migrant  family’s  life  in  San 
Francisco’s  Chinatown.  It’s  a  life 
characterized  by  hard  work  and 
struggle,  disappointment  and 
conflict,  despair  and  ultimately 
hope. 

Leon,  their  seaman  father 
(Lei’s  stepfather),  whom  people 
say  their  mother  married  for  his 
"green  card,"  comes  and  goes, 
never  quite  finding  a  place  of  his 
own  on  American  soil.  The  jour¬ 
ney  to  "Gold  Mountain"  never 

lived  up  to  its  early  promise. 
Leon’s  life  is  defined  by  all  the 
rejection  letters  he  keeps  packed 
away  in  a  suitcase  and  the  failure 
of  a  laundry  business  he  thought 
would  provide  him  with  his 
grounding  in  his  new  country. 

But  it  wasn’t  meant  to  be. 
"Where  was  the  successful  busi¬ 
ness?"  he  wonders.  "He’d  kept 
his  end  of  the  bargain:  he’d 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Community  Works,  a  cooperative  fundraising  effort  among 
social  change  organizations,  seeks  an  E.d.  Candidates  must 
have  exc.  leadership,  communication,  and  org.  skills.  Exp.  as 
an  E.D.  pref.  Requires  knowledge  of  and  commitment  to 
progressive  social  change,  fundraising  skills,  an  understanding 
of  workplace  giving,  and  the  ability  to  move  between  and 
among  corporate  and  grassroots  circles.  Salary  low  to  mid  30's. 
Send  resume  and  cover  letter  by  March  19  to  Search 
Committee,  Community  Works,  25  West  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  E.O.E. 


worked  hard.  Two  jobs,  three. 
Day  and  night.  Overtime.  Assis¬ 
tant  laundry  presser.  Prep  cook. 
Busboy.  Waiter.  Porter.  But 
where  was  his  happiness? 
"America,"  he  ranted,  "this  lie  of 
a  country." 

At  times  the  Leong  family 
threatens  to  explode.  There’s  the 
persistent  bickering  between  the 
parents  that’s  exacerbated  by  the 
mother’s  affair  with  the  owner  of 
the  garment  shop,  where  she 
spends  long  hours  in  front  of  the 
"Singer"  sewing  machine.  "How 
many  times  have  Nina,  Ona,  and 
I  held  them  apart?  The  flat  ting! 
sound  as  the  blade  slapped  onto 
the  linoleum  floor,  the  wooden 
handle  of  the  knife  slamming 
into  the  corner." 

As  their  parents  struggle  to 
make  a  living,  the  daughters 
struggle  to  find  a  balance  be¬ 
tween  the  demands  of  their 
parents’  culture  and  those  of  the 
American  culture  which  they  will 
inevitably  make  their  own. 

It’s  a  struggle  between  two 
visions  and  two  languages.  When 
Lei  speaks  Chinese  it’s  often  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  equivalents  for  the 
English  words.  She  always  has  to 
remember  not  to  argue  with  her 
mother  in  Chinese  because  she 
can’t  win  in  that  language.  When 
she  has  to  tell  her  mother  she  ran 
off  and  got  married,  she  struggles 

to  find  the  right  Chinese  words. 
"I  have  a  whole  different 

vocabulary  of  feeling  in  English 
than  in  Chinese,  and  not  every¬ 
thing  can  be  translated." 

In  rhythmic  prose  that  reads 
at  time  like  a  chant  or  poem,  Ng 
has  deftly  captured  the  tone  and 
feel  of  Chinatown’s  streets,  as 
well  as  the  natural  flow  of  speech 
and  thinking.  With  its  attention 
to  the  details  of  the  ordinary 
world  -  its  light,  colors,  smells 
and  sound  -  "Bone"  creates  a  fast- 
moving  photographic  image  of 
Chinatown.  There’s  the  sense 


that  the  writer  has  really  looked 
at  those  streets  and  fused  them 
completely  into  her  language. 

"Every  shining  surface  caught 
the  sun:  the  chainlink  fence,  car 
mirrors,  windows,  streets  signs,  a 
man’s  watch,  parking  meters, 
water  running  in  the  gutter,  the 
flash  of  a  woman’s  glasses.  I  felt 
chased  by  it;  the  light  hurt  my 
eyes  and  I  kept  blinking." 

Ng’s  prose  has  a  poetic  com¬ 
plexity  that  belies  the  apparent 
simplicity  of  its  short,  almost 
staccato-like  sentences.  Think¬ 
ing  about  what  her  mother  will 
face  when  she  returns  to  Hong 
Kong  with  the  bad  news  of  her 
daughter’s  death,  she  writes: 
"Twenty-five  years  in  the  land  of 
gold  and  good  fortune,  and  then 
she  returned  to  tell  her  story:  the 
years  spent  in  sweatshops,  the 
prince  of  the  Gold  Mountain 
turned  into  a  toad,  and  three 
daughters:  one  unmarried, 
another  who-cares-where,  one 
dead.  I  could  hear  the  hushed 
tone  of  their  questions:  ‘Why? 
What  happened?  Too  sad!’" 

The  emotional  center  of  the 
story  is  the  death  of  Ona,  who 
leaps  to  her  death  from  the  roof 
of  a  Chinatown  housing  project. 
Like  death  itself,  Ona’s  suicide 
remains  a  mystery.  There  was  a 
boy  who  left  her.  There  was  the 
boy’s  father,  who  Leon  blamed 
for  the  failure  of  the  laundry.  "All 
I  know  is  that  in  that  time  Ona 

got  used  to  keeping  everything 
inside,  to  holding  the  seeds  of 
herself  secret  from  us,  and  we  got 
used  to  her  shadowy  presence. 
Maybe  being  in  the  middle,  Ona 
felt  more  stuck  than  either  Nina 
or  me." 

But  though  "Bone"  is  focused 
largely  on  the  suicide  of  one  of 
the  sisters,  it’s  not  a  dark  book.  It 
successfully  captures  the  pure 
wonder  of  coming  of  age  in  San 
Francisco’s  Chinatown,  with  its 


parade  of  voices,  names,  sewing 
machines,  old  memories,  and 
bones  -  a  symbol  of  strength  as 
well  as  of  rootedness  in  what’s 
true  and  longest-lasting. 

What  makes  this  first  novel 
such  a  strong  one  is  the  honesty 
of  the  writer’s  voice.  There’s  no 
abstraction  here,  no  literary 
cleverness  to  disguise  the  real 
point  of  any  good  literature, 
which  is  to  fashion  a  world  that’s 
true  in  spirit  to  the  way  people 
live  and  struggle  in  ordinary  life. 

The  story  also  reveals  a  more 
hidden  -  and  realistic  -  side  of 
Chinatown  life,  with  its  family 
disputes,  adultery,  and  young 
people  getting  high  on 
quaaludes.  The  story  also  ex¬ 
plores  the  precariousness  of 
growing  up  poised  between  two 
distinctly  different  worlds  and 
the  strength  required  to  keep 
one’s  balance.  Though  Ona 
didn’t  feel  like  she  was  part  of 
Chinatown,  she  wasn’t  able  to 
find  her  way  out  of  it  either. 

Lei,  in  contrast,  is  able  to 
master  the  balancing  act.  In  the 
end  she’s  the  strength  of  the 
family;  she’s  the  one  who  acts  as 
go-between  for  her  mother  and 
stepfather  -  the  one  who’s  always 
there  to  face  the  next  family  crisis 
with  sympathy. 

But  while  Lei  is  eager  to  reach 
outward  to  what  lies  beyond  the 

borders  of  Chinatown,  she’s  too 
honest  and  too  loyal  to  her  roots 

to  turn  away  from  it  like  her 
younger  sister.  Though  she 
leaves  Chinatown  behind  in  the 
end,  the  soul  of  it  stays  with  her. 
"Mason’s  right.  I  never  forget. 
I’m  the  stepdaughter  of  a  paper 
son  and  I’ve  inherited  this  whole 
suitcase  of  lies.  All  of  it  is  mine. 
All  I  have  is  those  memories,  and 
I  want  to  remember  them  all." 


-Robert  O’Malley 


East  Boston,  2  rooms,  one  bedroom  modern  w/w, 
refrigerator  &  range,  garb.  disp.  good  location, 
$480/mo  includes  heat,  hot  water,  electricity, 
maintenance  Ref.  &  Sec.  Sal  569-5590 


PART-TIME  CASHIER  (8:30  AM  -  2:30  PM) 
For  busy  So.  End  hardware  store  at  Castle  Sq. 
Good  English  +  Exp.  helpful.  Call  Eric  426- 
7525. 


N. QUINCY,  One  Bedroom, 
Studio  Condos  For  Sale 
EDGEWATER  PLACE 
SAGAMORE  PLACE  _ 
Modern  hi -rise  on  T, 

24  hour  security,  pool 
parking,  appliances. 

Excellent  financing. 
Motivated  seller,  from 
$54,900.  617-383-1279 


ELEMENTARY  TEACHERS  (K-2,3-5) 

The  Wellesley  Public  Schools  seeks  six  elementary  teachers  for 
Sept.,  1993,  due  to  increased  enrollment.  Candidates  interested  in 
both  the  primary  and  intermediate  positions  should  send  separate 
application  packets  for  the  K-2  and  grades  3-5  positions.  An 
application  packet  consists  of  a  cover  letter,  resume,  transcripts, 
certification,  and  three  letters  of  reference,  which  must  be  sent  by 
March  12,  to  Dr.  Paul  Ash,  40  Kingsbury  Street,  Wellesley,  MA 
02181.  Wellesley  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/ Affirmative  Action 
Employer.  Minority  candidates  are  encourages  to  apply. 

GRADE  6  TEACHERS 

The  Wellesley  Public  Schools  seeks  five  grade  6  teachers  for  Sept., 
1993,  due  to  increased  enrollment.  Teachers  will  be  part  of  three 
member  teaching  teams.  Experience  and  expertise  in  teaching 
language  arts  and  one  other  discipline  are  preferred.  Please  send  a 
cover  letter,  resume,  transcripts,  certification,  and  three  letters  of 
reference  by  March  12,  to  Dr.  Paul  Ash,  40  Kingsbury  Street, 
wellesley,  MA  02181.  Wellesley  is  an  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer.  Minority  candidates 
are  encouraged  to  apply. 


PERSONNEL  SPECIALIST 

Office  of  the  Attorney  General  seeks  qualified 
individual  for  the  position  of  Personnel 
Specialist  to  recruit  minority  candidates  for 
positions  at  all  levels.  Duties  include 
maintenance  and  coordination  of  liaisons  with 
local  job  programs,  community  organizations, 
high  schools,  colleges,  law  schools,  law  firms 
and  governmental  agencies  for  the  purpose  of 
minority  recruitment.  Requirements:  bachelor's 
degree;  strong  demonstrated  interest  in  subject 
area;  excellent  writing,  communication, 
interpersonal,  and  organizational  skills;  ability 
to  work  independently.  Send  resume  to  office 
of  attorney  General,  One  Ashburton  place, 
Boston,  MA  02108,  attn:  Doris  S.  Donovan, 
Director  of  Personnel. 

Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
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and  the  high  level  of  interest  in 
Oak  Terrace,  we  have  had  to  dis¬ 
continue  the  mailing  list  sign-up. 
We  ask  that  you  not  stop  by  our 
office.  Please  be  assured  we  will 
announce  the  application  dates 
and  procedures. 

Please  be  advised  that  in¬ 
dividuals  who  have  signed  up  for 
the  mailing  list  will  not  be  receiv¬ 
ing  any  special  or  priority  con- 


International  Institute  of 
Boston,  54th  International 
Ball,  Sat.  March  20, 1993,  at  the 
Park  Plaza  Hotel.  The  Interna¬ 
tional  Ball  is  a  multicultural 
event.  It  will  include  foods 
from  around  the  world,  perfor¬ 
mances,  and  ballroom  dancing. 

General  admission  Tickets  are 
$20  in  advance,  $25  at  i  he  door. 

Special  rates  include  Cor¬ 
porate  members  and  Benefac¬ 
tors  ($1,000  or  more/table); 

Donors  ($500/couple);  Patron 
($100/person);  and  Sponsor 
($40/person).  Doors  open  at 
7:30  pm.  Proceeds  will  support 
the  International  Institute,  a 
non-profit  agency  providing 
resettlement  assistance  to 
Boston’s  refugees  and  im¬ 
migrants.  For  tickets  and  info, 
call  617-536-1081. 

Housing  Update 

The  Asian  Community! 

Development  Corp.  (ACDC)jt ommunity  service 
would  like  to  take  this  oppor-  wee  at  theAsian  C< 
tunity  to  thank  community  mem-  merit  Coi 
bers  for  their  interest  in  the  Oak^^^™ 

Terrace  housing  project.  Con¬ 
struction  of  Oak  Terrace  is 
scheduled  to  begin  this  spring,  Working  Under  the  Table 
and  we  expect  that  the  project  Many  people  work  "under  the 
will  be  completed  in  early  1994.  labje.  jn  our  community;  they 

The  application  process  for  nQ  jncome  taxes  and  receive 
Oak  Terrace  is  rot  expected  to  wages.  Sometimes  we  think 
begin  until  construction  is  al-  ^is  is  a  benefit  because  we  have 
most  complete  -  late  1993,  or  a  iittje  more  money  in  our  pocket 
early  1994.  We  will  make  every  But  now>  ^th  unemploy- 

effort  to  notify  community  mem-  menfso  hi  h  it-s  a  good  til£e  to 

bers  of  the  availability  of  applica-  ask  oursel®es  .  is  this  really  a 
turns  through  Sampan,  Sing  Tao  benefit  for  workers? 
and  all  the  other  Chmese-lan- 


sideration. 


guage  newspapers.  We  will  also 
post  flyers  in  Chinatown  and 
send  announcements  to  all  com¬ 
munity  agencies.  There  are  no 


What  are  some  of  the  per¬ 
sonal  benefits  of  full-income 
reporting  and  paying  income 
taxes? 

If  you  are  laid  off,  you  have 


pre-application  requirements,  ^  to  unemployment  in- 

and  no  sign-ups  are  required.  surance  and  subsidized  health  in 

We  will  continue  to  provide 

•  ,  |  .  ,  •  Mil  dllUC. 

the  community  with  periodic  up¬ 
dates  on  progress  at  Oak  Ter-  *You  will  receive  social 
race.  Because  of  our  limited  staff,  security  benefits  when  you  retire. 


*  You  may  qualify  for  a  refund 
of  up  to  $2,000  called  "Earned 
Income  Credit"  for  low  income 
working  families  with  children. 

We  often  do  not  think  about 
this  insurance  which  we  receive 
from  our  tax  dollars.  In  addition, 
the  quality  of  our  schools,  public 
safety,  the  cleanliness  of  our 
streets,  and  the  availability  of  so¬ 
cial  services  all  depend  on  tax 
dollars.  Taxes  are  necessary  if  we 
want  government  to  provide  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  people;  we  just  want 
the  wealthy  to  pay  their  fair 
share. 

If  you  are  working  "under  the 
table,"  you  can  do  something  to 
change  this  and  better  ensure 
your  future  welfare. 

1)  After  Feb.  15,  call  the  IRS 
at  829-1040  and  tell  them  that 
you  have  not  received  a  W-2 
report  of  your  wages  and  taxes 
withheld. 

2) IRS  will  send  you  a  W-2 
substitute  form  for  you  to  make 
your  own  statement  of  wages  and 
tips  earned. 

3) Then  you  can  file  your  tax 
return  using  the  Form  1040, 
1040 A,  or  1040EZ.  This  must  be 
filed  before  April  15. 

If  you  want  assistance  with 
your  tax  form,  both  the  Chinese 
Progressive  Association  (CPA) 
and  South  Cove  Community 
Health  Center  will  have  tax 
return  assistance  this  month. 

-The  CPA  Workers  Center 

The  South  Cove  YMCA 
Chinatown  Healthy  Start  Pro¬ 
gram  is  offering  two  community 
programs  starting  on  March  29, 
1993:  1)  The  Women’s  Support 
and  Health  Education  group  tar¬ 
geting  women’s  health  issues 
such  as  nutrition  and  fitness  for 
women  of  childbearing  age  (15- 
44);  and  2)  The  Teen  Health  and 
Job  Preparatory  Group  with  a 
focus  on  nutrition,  job  counsel¬ 
ing,  and  physical  fitness  (ages: 


15-19).  Please  call  Liz  Wing  be¬ 
tween  11:00  am  -  3  pm  at  426- 
2237  or  come  to  the  South  Cove 
YMCA  at  48  Tyler  Street  in 
Chinatown  for  info,  and  to 
register. 

"Ming  Loyalism  and  the 
Woman  Writer:  From  Wang 
Duanshu  (1621-1706)  to  Wang 
Duan  (1793-1839)"  by  Ellen 
Widmer.  Mar.  8, 4  pm  at  Harvard 
University,  Coolidge  Hall,  Semi¬ 
nar  2,  1737  Cambridge  St.  Lec¬ 
ture  is  Free  and  open  to  the 
public.  Call  Emma  Teng  at  864- 
7223  for  info. 

"Into  the  Light":  Mine  Okubo. 
Paintings  and  drawings  by  a 
Japanese  American  artist,  inter¬ 
ned  at  Topaz,  Utah.  An  open  dis¬ 
cussion  with  the  artist,  Mine 
Okubo,  Mar.  10  at  8  pm.  Reser¬ 
vation  necessary.  Call  451-0726 
by  Mar.  8.  At  the  Bank  of 
Boston’s  Gallery,  36th  Floor, 
100  Federal  St.,  Boston.  Gallery 
Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  9-11:30  am  and 
2-5pm.  Admission  is  free. 

Artists  for  Survival  Exhibit, 
Mar.  10  through  April  9,  at  the 
Framingham  State  College  Maz- 
manian  Gallery,  100  State  St., 
Framingham.  Opening  Recep¬ 
tion  is  Mar.  10,  4:30-8  pm.  Gal¬ 
lery  Hours  are  Mon.-Fri.  10-5 
pm;  Sat.  1-5  pm.  Gallery  closed 
Mar.  13-Mar.  19.  The  exhibit  in¬ 
cludes  sculpture,  painting, 
mixed-media  etc.,  of  a  group  of 
12  multicultural  artists,  includ¬ 
ing  Valerie  Jayne,  a  Chinese 
American,  Olga  Shmuylovich 
from  the  former  USSR,  and 
Sajed  Kamal  from  Bangladesh. 
For  info,  call  653-0161. 

Firefighter  Entrance  Exam. 
Applicants  should  be  at  least  19 
years  old  and  a  resident  of  Bos¬ 
ton  for  at  least  one  year.  Filing 
deadline  is  April  16.  The  exam  is 
May  22.  There  is  a  $20  applica¬ 
tion  fee.  For  info,  call  the  Boston 
Society  of  Vulcans  of  Mass,  at 


436-0091. 

Capitol  (Washington  D.C.) 
Tour,  April  7-10.  Cost  $305.  For 
info  contact  Kun  Chang  at  the 
Chinese  Golden  Age  Center. 
Payment  must  be  made  by  March 
19. 

The  Chinese  Progressive  As¬ 
sociation  is  hiring  for  two  posi¬ 
tions.  Starting  date  is  April: 

Administrative  Assistant,  30 
hours,  10  am-  4pm,  Mon.-Fri., 
occasional  evening  meeting  and 
weekend  hours,  $15-$  16,500 
plus  80  percent  employer-paid 
health  insurance. 

Organizer/Community  Out¬ 
reach  Staff,  30  hours,  10  am-  4 
pm,  Mon.-Fri.,  occasional  eve¬ 
ning  meetings  and  weekend 
hours,  $15,000-$ 16,500  plus  80 
percent  employer-paid  health 
insurance. 

Kindergarten  Registration, 
Boston  Public  Schools,  through 
Mar.  19.  For  info,  call  Zone  info, 
centers:  North-338-5789;  West- 
325-5571;  East-282-6012;  and 
High  School  Parent  and  Student 
Information  Center-442-4572. 

Conversational  English.  The 
Asian  American  Civic  Associa¬ 
tion  is  offering  classes  in  Conver¬ 
sational  English  at  two  levels: 
Intermediate  and  Advanced. 
Classes  run  two  days  per  week, 
morning  or  afternoon.  Saturday 
classes  also  available.  Classes 
begin  late  March.  Cost  is  $190 
weekday  classes/$100  Saturday 
classes.  You  must  be  able  to  un¬ 
derstand  and  speak  English.  The 
course  is  designed  for  people 
who  want  to  converse  more  easi¬ 
ly  with  others.  If  you  have  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  course,  you  can 
attend  an  information  session  on 
Mar.  11  at  5:30  pm  or  Mar.  15  at 
5:30  pm  at  AACA,  90  Tyler  St., 
Boston,  Chinatown.  Call  Kathy 
at  426-9492  for  info. 


An  Asian  Film  Festival  at  the  MFA 


The  Boston  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts  is  presenting  an  Asian 
American  International  Film 
Festival  in  the  month  of  March. 
The  festival  will  include  films 
from  mainland  China,  Hong 
Kong,  Taiwan,  Korea  and  Japan, 
as  well  as  Asian- American  films. 

Tickets  are  $6  general  admis¬ 
sion  and  $5  for  Museum  mem¬ 
bers,  friends  of  film  members, 
seniors,  and  students  with  valid 
ID.  Series  tickets  for  all  10 
programs  are  $50  ($40  for  mem¬ 
bers,  etc.).  They  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  by  phone  via  Mastercard 
or  Visa:  267-9300  ext.  306.  All 
films  will  be  shown  in  the  Remis 
Auditorium. 

Friday,  Mar.  12  at  5:45  pm. 
Three  shorts  by  Asian-American 
Women:  Open  Letter  by  Brenda 
Joy  Lem;  Sin  City  Diary  by 
Rachel  Rivera;  and  Be  Good  My 
Children  by  Christine  Chang. 

Friday,  Mar.  12  at  7:45  and 
Sat.  Mar.  27  at  2:30  pm.  Once 
Upon  a  Time  in  China  -  Part  2  by 
Tsui  Hark  and  starring  Jet  Li 
(Hong  Kong,  1992),  preceded  by 
Game  of  Death  by  Kip  Fulbeck 
(1991).  Master  filmmaker  Tsui 
Hark  outdoes  his  original  box- 
office  smash  with  this  super-ac¬ 
tion  sequel  set  in  19th  century 
Canton. 

Thursday,  Mar  18  at  5:45  pm. 
Family  Portrait  by  Li  Shaohong 
(China,  1992),  preceded  by 


Strange  Dialogue  by  Deborah 
Day  and  Harrison  Liu  (Canada, 

1990) .  From  one  of  the  few 
women  directors  working  in 
China  comes  this  captivating 
look  at  contemporary  family  life 
in  Beijing. 

Thursday,  Mar.  18  at  8  pm.  To 
Liv(e)  by  Evans  Chan  (US/Hong 
Kong  1991)  Inspired  by  Liv 
Ullmann’s  1990  visit  to  Hong 
Kong,  when  she  condemned  the 
deportation  of  51  Vietnamese 
refugees,  this  film  is  a  provoca¬ 
tive  journey  into  the  hopes  and 
fears  of  a  community  on  the 
verge  of  political  upheaval. 

Friday,  March  19  at  5:45  pm. 
My  Love,  My  Bride  by  Lee 
Myung-sel  (Republic  of  Korea, 

1991) .  This  thoroughly  delight¬ 
ful  and  highly  creative  romantic 
comedy  tries  to  answer  the  big¬ 
gest  marriage  question  of  all: 
why  do  two  people  who  love  each 
other  so  much,  drive  each  other 
so  crazy? 

Friday,  March  19  at  8  pm.  Now 
You  See  Love,  Now  You  Don’t  by 
Alex  Law  and  starring  Chow 
Yun-fat  (Hong  Kong,  1991), 
preceded  by  Too  Happy  for 
Words,  produced  by  Jackie 
Chan,  directed  by  Stanley  Kwan 
(Hong  Kong/Japan  1992,  17 
minutes),  and  Uptown/Down  by 
Joe  GM  Chan  (1991,  2  min.) 
From  the  director/screenwriter 
team  who  made  "An  Autumn’s 


From  "Be  Good  My  Children, "  a  film  by  Christine  Chang. 


father  and  his  children. 

Friday,  March  26  at  5:45  pm. 

Pushing  Hands  by  Li  An 
(Republic  of  China  on  Taiwan, 
1991).  A  son  brings  his  father 
over  from  mainland  China  to  live 
with  his  family  in  New  York. 

Friday,  March  26  at  8  pm. 
Sam  and  Me  by  Deepa 
Mehta(Canada,  1990)  preceded 
by  The  Bride  Wears  Red  by 
Shailly  Agnihotri  (1991).  "Sam 
and  Me"  is  a  veiy  funny  story  of 
cross  cultural  relations. 

Also  at  the  MFA,  the  Best  of 
Hiroshima,  4th  Annual  Anima¬ 
tion  Festival.  The  festival  will  be 
held  on  March  1 1  (also  Mar.3). 
Program  3,  Mar.  11  at  6  pm. 


Tale"  and  "Eight  Taels  of  Gold" 
comes  Now  You  See  Love,  Now 
You  Don’t,  a  screwball  comedy 
about  a  country  bumpkin  and  his 
encounters  with  his  childhood 
sweetheart  after  her  return  from 
London  full  of  big-city  sophis¬ 
tication. 

Thursday,  March  25  at  5:45 
pm.  Three  shorts  powerfully 
present  the  experience  of 
Japanese  Americans:  History 
and  Memory  by  Rea  Tajiri 
(1991);  Eagle  Against  the  Sun  by 
John  Akahoshi  (1192,  27  min.); 
and  J  apanese- American 

Women:  A  sense  of  Place  by 
Leita  Hagemann  and  Rosanna 
Yamagiwa  Alfaro  (1992,  28 
min.). 


Thurs,  Mar.  25  at  7:45  pm.  My 
Sons  by  Yoji  Yamada  (Japan, 
1991)  From  the  director  of  the 
wildly  popular  Tora-san  series 
comes  this  insightful  portrait  of 
the  complex  relations  between  a 


animation  shorts  from  Japan. 
Total  running  time  is  73  minutes. 

Program  4,  Mar.  11  at  8  pm, 
animation  shorts  from  Europe, 
Canada  and  Japan.  Total  run¬ 
ning  time  is  92  minutes. 


When  is  newspaper 
Recycling  Picked-up? 

...on  your  regular  garbage  day. 
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Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children 
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Supplement  Security  Income 
Medicaid 
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Fuel  Assistance 
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UPORTED  GIFTS,  BOOKS  i  MAGAZINES 
KUNG  FU  A  KARATE  EQUIPMENT, 


OPEN  7  DAYS 
10:00  AM  TO  6:00  PM 


Siliy  'Hoy  s  CHINESE  AMEWCAN  CO.,  INC. 
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TEL(6t7)  451-5719  FAX  (617)  451-2311 
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Sample  fooo  donations  provided  by  Quaker  Oats  Company*  and  Veryfine  Products,  Inc. 
In  the  operation  of  the  School  Breakfast  Program,  no  child  will  be  discriminated  against 

BECAUSE  OF  RACE,  SEX,  COLOR,  NATIONAL  ORIGIN,  ACE  OR  HANDICAP. 
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